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Stamp Mart 2026  
Stamp Mart 2026 was held at the Cannington 

Exhibition Centre on 24 May. It included an auction 

of 605 lots, eight one frame entries competing for the 

Les King Trophy and a broad selection of dealers. 

The Les King Trophy; six of the eight entries 

The Stamp Mart Auction was again efficiently conducted 

by Rob Mandanici. Of the 605 lots up for sale 292 were 

sold, for a clearance rate of 48.3%. The winning bids 

across the sold lots averaged $32.12; with 165 (56.5%) of 

lots selling at their reserve and 83 (28.1%) selling at more 

than 60% over their reserve.  

The maximum winning bid was $300 against a reserve of 

$300 for Lot 46: New Zealand 2d blue perf 13, plus 

imperf 2d and 1d; 2d blue and 1/- fine used, SG 77, 96a, 

98, 106/7. Cat Value £1,900 (5). The auction grossed 

$9,380. 

Continued on Page 4. 

 

President’s Message 

 

Dear PSWA Members, 

Having had a successful Stamp Mart on 24 May we are 

now looking forward to our Mini Stamp Fair later this 

month and then to Stamp-It on 23 August 2026. I 

encourage you to put those dates into your diary. 

I would like to thank and congratulate all those 

members who volunteered their time to make Stamp 

Mart work so well – especially the team that ensured 

the security of the auction material. Also, thanks go to 

Paul Holman and Nigel Rainford and their team that 

enabled the efficient payment for and collection of 

bidders lots at the end of the auction.  

This year we had an impressive display of one frame 

exhibits for the Les King Trophy. Congratulations go to 

all those who took part. We look forward to seeing the 

results at our Christmas General meeting. 

I take this opportunity to mention the Daytime Stamp 

Club which has revitalised its program under Jeannine 

Millsteed and Gavin Woodward. I encourage members 

to sample the Daytime event at Subiaco. It’s very 

accessible via public transport. I’m sure you’ll enjoy it. 

It is good to see that we are still gaining new members. 

Accordingly, a special welcome to our newest member 

Ian Howell, who joined in June.  

Barbara Daniels. 

President, PSWA. 
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PSWA 2026  

Office Bearers – 2026 

Patron:           Mr Mel Peachey 

President:                            Mrs Barbara Daniels  

Vice President:                    Mr George Morris 

Secretary:                            Mr Gavin Woodward 

Treasurer:                            Mr Nigel Rainford 

Committee Member:           Mr Roger Cumming 

Committee Member:           Mr Paul Holman 

Committee Member:           Mr Mark Leaman 

Immediate Past President:   Mr Mel Peachey 

Appointed positions: 

Exchange Secretary:            Mr George Morris 
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New Member Officer:         Mr Gavin Woodward 

Stamp Hinges Editor:          Mr David Mazitelli 

Auction Catalogue:              Mr Paul Holman 

Webmaster:           Mr Chris Round 

Auditor:                               Mr Brian Austin 

Publicity Officer:                 Mr Jeff Brenton 

PSWA Events –Third Quarter 2026 

    Event               Date                    Venue 

Daytime Club            2 July                   Subiaco  

Library Day               4 July                   Philatelic House 

Philatelic Forum        6 July                   Philatelic House 

Stamp Shed          17 July                   Cannington 

Mini Stamp Fair       26 July                  Cannington 

General Meeting      21 July                   Philatelic House 

Library Day               1 August              Philatelic House 

Philatelic Forum        3 August              Philatelic House 

Daytime Club            6 August              Subiaco 

Postmark Circle         8 August              Philatelic House 

General Meeting      18 August              Philatelic House 

Stamp Shed          21 August              Cannington 

Stamp-It                   23 August              Cannington 

Philatelic Forum       7 Sept                    Philatelic House 

Daytime Club           3 Sept                    Subiaco 

Library Day              5 Sept                    Philatelic House 

General Meeting     15 Sept                    Philatelic House 

Stamp Shed             18 Sept                    Cannington  

 

See page 12 for the major philatelic events in Western 

Australia in 2026 (as known at date of publication). 

 

 
 

2026 Syllabus 
 

1. PSWA General Meetings: held at 7.30 pm for 8.00 

pm start on the third Tuesday of each month, at Philatelic 

House, 40 Lord Street, Perth. 

Circuit books are available from 6.30 pm. A sale-by-

tender is held at each meeting. 

2. The Philatelic Forum: held at 7.30 pm on the first 

Monday of each month, except January, at Philatelic 

House, 40 Lord Street. 

3. The Daytime Stamp Club: held at 1.00 pm on the first 

Thursday of each month, except January, at the Scout 

Hall, 399 Rokeby Rd, Subiaco. Bus #97 from Subiaco 

Railway Station. 

4. Club Library Day: held from 10.00 am to 4.00 pm on 

the first Saturday of the month at Philatelic House, 40 

Lord Street, Perth. 

5. Postmark Circle: Meeting quarterly, on the second 

Saturday of the second month at Philatelic House, 40 

Lord Street, Perth, from 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm. For 

members interested in worldwide postmarks and cachets. 

6. Stamp Shed: Third Friday of each month; 9:00 am to 

3:00 pm Vickery Room, Cannington Exhibition Centre. 

An informal collectors’ day. Buy sell, swap and chat 

about stamps. BYO lunch.                
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Daytime Stamp Club Program 

3rd Quarter 2026 
2 July; Theme: A Cold Christmas.    

Members are invited to bring along material that 

supports the theme. 

Plus: Pat Martell is creating a special Christmas 

afternoon tea. 

6 August; Topic: Minto Fete and the 1911 Coronation 

Durbar; Brian Austin. 

3 September; Topic: The Falkland Islands Definitive 

Overprinted War Stamps 1918-1920; Brian Morrey.  

Meetings are held at the Scout Hall; 399 Rokeby Road, 

Subiaco, commencing at 1:00 pm.  

Bus #97 runs every 15 minutes from Subiaco 

Railway Station up Rokeby Road. Alight before 

Nicholson Road. 

 



 

Vasse - The “Georgette” 

Rescue 
- Tim Pratten 

The “Georgette” was built at Dumbarton, Scotland, 

in 1872. It was rigged as a two masted topsail and 

steam powered by a two-cylinder steam engine. She 

arrived in Fremantle in September 1873 under new 

Western Australian owners. This is the same 

“Georgette” that was involved in the “Catalpa” 

incident in 1876 (Stamp Hinges, 1 July 2025, page 4). 

Subsequently, the “Georgette” was wrecked on 1 

December 1876 after drifting into the surf at Calgardup 

Bay, Redgate, possibly due to undetected damage 

incurred while loading a cargo of Jarrah timber causing a 

leak. 

She was seen crashing against the rocks by Sam Isaacs, a 

stockman, who worked at Wallcliffe some 20 kilometres 

away. He ran back to Wallcliffe, fetched horses and 

returned. He and the 16-year-old Grace Bussell rode 

down the cliff face into the surf and assisted some 50 

people to shore by holding onto the horses.  

The rescue took about four hours. The survivors were 

taken to Wallcliffe to recover. 

Both Sam and Grace received awards from the Humane 

Society for their efforts during the rescue. 

 

Perth to Wallcliffe, Vasse, 30 June 1879 to Miss Grace 

Bussell 

Vasse Cancels 

 

 

 

 

 

Type CDS 1 Vasse August 5 1865 PMI 

 

 

 

   

   

   

 

 

 

 

 

   

Type DXL 2-b on a pair of 1d Swans listed in PMI under 

Busselton. The lower stamp bears the double-tail pre-entry 

variety 

This pair appears to have been cancelled in 1887; some 

15 years earlier than the current PMI record.  
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Stamp Mart 2026 – Continued from page 1 

WA postmarks continued to attract interest. For example, 

Lot 211 a very fine Guildford duplex DxPO in O on a 

pair of 1d rose red swans, AP 3 03, with index O being 

unrecorded in the PMI and PMC, went for $50. Similarly, 

Lot 308, a Dixvale cancel on a 1½ d red KGV, 21 MY 

28, sold for $100. 

 

 

Successful bidders make their payments and collect their lots 

from the hard-working volunteers at Stamp Mart 2026 

The Les King Trophy 

The 2026 Les King Trophy entries comprised: 

Title Name 

The Story of the Red Cross as 

Told on Stamps 

Alf Byra 

Red Cross Society 

(Invited) 

British Colonial Indian Ocean 

Packet Mail Rates 1854 - 1914 

Dr Bruce Haynes 

United Kingdom 1971 Postal 

Strike – Private Mail Services 

David Mazitelli 

Melodious Touch. The 

Harmony Between Hands and 

Music 

Jeannine Millsteed 

Germany Hosts the Olympic 

Games 

George Morris 

Netherland Indies, Early 

Airmail Flights Between 

Holland and the Indies in the 

Early 1920s and the 

Beginning of World War 2 

Mel Peachey 

German Occupation of 

Russian Poland 1915-17 

Mel Peachey 

Imperial and Commonwealth 

Reply Coupon Types 

John DiBiase 

 

 

 

Judging of The Les King Trophy is determined by the 

votes of those who attend Stamp Mart. The decision is to 

be announced and the Trophy awarded at the PSWA 

Christmas General Meeting – this year on 15 December. 

 

Les King Trophy exhibit:  British Colonial Indian Ocean 

Packet Mail Rates 1854 – 1914, Dr Bruce Haynes 

Dealers 

The general view from the dealers was that numbers were 

a little down on previous events – both in attendees and 

spend. That resonates with the lower clearance rate, the 

lower average of the winning bids and the lower gross 

receipts of the auction. It is also consistent with the down-

turn in consumer activity across the Australian economy 

that is currently the subject of media reports. 
 

_____________________________________________ 

 

       4. 

Interested in Writing an Article for Stamp 

Hinges? 

Up to 200 words and two images is all it takes 

Tell other members about the most important stamp 

or cover in your collection 

Contact the Editor at: 

stamphinges@yahoo.com.au 

 

 

mailto:stamphinges@yahoo.com.au


 

Daytime Stamp Club 
The Daytime Stamp Club had three crackerjack 

gatherings in April, May and June in line with its new 

program, organised by Jeannine Millsteed. 

At the April meeting Glen Stafford got things underway 

with an interactive philatelic workshop focusing on the 

common challenges we encounter with stamps. The 

presentation included some very useful tips and 

techniques to make our collecting easier and more 

satisfying. 

 

The display for the meeting included members’ 

contribution to the theme “War and Peace”. A broad and 

stimulating collection of members’ contributions were 

presented, picking up different angles on the theme. 

Kate Gentelli presented her wonderful collection of 

French World War I silks at the April meeting 

The May meeting was an equally popular gathering with 

the President of PSWA, Barbara Daniels, presenting her 

 

 

 

exhibit “The Finest of Nyasaland and Southern 

Rhodesia”.  

The presentation was accompanied by members’ 

contributions to the supporting theme “Royalty” – 

another of Barbara’s collecting interests. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The members’ “Royalty” displays included a solar powered 

model of Her Late Majesty Queen Elizabeth, Queen of 

Australia, giving a perpetual royal wave; and cricketing 

royalty in the form of W G Grace including an original, 

signed W G Grace letter, overseen by the keen eye of Ross 

Edwards. 

Finally, the June meeting was a cracker with Pat Warren-

Langoford talking to her extensive collection of stamps 

and postcards about “Spindles, Whorls and Distaff”.  Pat 

presented a small portion of her collection and her 

introductory commentary was a master class on the 

subject matter.  

A summary of Pat’s commentary is at page 6. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Members admire Pat Warren – Langoford’s Spindles, 

Whorls and Distaff display at the June meeting 
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Given that the June meeting coincided with WA Week 

members were invited to bring along material related to 

WA, and did so. Each presented a short introduction to 

their material. 

The next meeting of the Daytime Stamp Club is on 2 July 

2026 at the Scout Hall, 399 Rokeby Road, Subiaco. 

Spindles, Whorls and Distaff 

- Pat Warren-Langoford  

Textiles are everywhere  

Imagine you are home in your bedroom. Look around and 

notice the textiles. On the bed there might be sheets, 

pillowcases, blankets, doonas or quilts. Perhaps 

nightwear is under the pillow. Are there curtains at the 

window, rugs or carpets on the floor, mats or doilies on 

the bedside table? Count the shirts, blouses, dresses, 

trousers, jeans, jumpers, and coats in the wardrobe and 

scarves, ties, socks, and jocks in the drawers.  Hazard a 

guess as to how many there are. 

Now imagine you had to make those items from scratch. 

What materials could be used?  What tools are available? 

Archaeological evidence from 6000 BCE indicates that 

for the most of human history the tools used would be a 

form of spindle, whorl and distaff.  

Spinning fibre for Viking sails  

Consider how long it would take to spin enough fibre for 

all your needs. The making of Viking sails provides some 

insight. These sails were made from the two layers of 

wool/hair of Old Norse sheep. The outer layer which was 

coarse, wiry and high in lanolin, was spun tightly in a 

clockwise direction with a drop spindle forming strong 

yarn for the warp (vertical) threads in weaving. The 

insulating inner layer with short, soft, dense fibres was 

spun in an anticlockwise direction, and used for the weft. 

Together this made a waterproof, wind-resistant material 

that was difficult to tear. It is claimed an experienced 

spinner in those times could spin 30-60 metres in an hour 

using a spindle and distaff.  This implies the spinning 

labour for a 90 square metre sail would constitute two and 

a half years of a woman’s work. 

Display 

Today’s display is part of a collection on spinning; with 

one frame on spindles, one on whorls and three on distaff; 

distaff often being more elaborate in construction, 

decoration and cultural significance. The highly 

decorated Russian distaff displayed were closely linked 

to a woman’s life stages. A woman wishing to become 

pregnant with a girl took a splinter of wood from her own  

 

 

 

 

distaff and made a model pryalochku and placed it under 

the pillow. If the wish was granted the baby’s umbilical 

cord was cut on the mother’s distaff. Around the age 5-7 

the child’s father would make and decorate a small distaff 

so they could start weaving a wedding dowry. At the time 

of courting a suitor would present a decorated distaff to 

his favoured girl, with acceptance being a sign of 

betrothal. At the time of marriage, a male from the 

groom’s family, often his brother, would make a new  

distaff to welcome the bride as an adult working member 

of the family. At the time of death the treasured piece was 

often buried with the owner. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

France: Provincial Costume, Lorraine, with distaff loosely 

tied with ribbon. Cancelled March 1906, Paris to Bucharest 

Sources of material 

Philatelic material directly on the topic is not prevalent. 

Notable examples come from countries with a rich 

heritage of spinning with distaff.  Romania (1906, 1978, 

1982, 1994); Greece (1966); Tunisia (1961, 1997); 

Bosnia & Herzegovina (2007); Algeria (1999); Lithuania 

(2009).  

Fortunately, interest in spinning is also found in issues 

concerning archaeology, goddesses and myths, Christian 

iconography, fairy tales, costume, arts and crafts, and 

ethnological treasures. Additional images are provided on 

cinderellas, charity stamps, covers and slogans. One 

website currently offers over 10,000 postcards on 

spinning, although many are duplicates.  
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The Philatelic Forum 
The meeting of the PSWA Forum held on 6 April 

included a workshop by Glen Stafford on the options 

for mounting stamps and covers for winning exhibits. 

Members presented material for comment by the Forum.  

• Brian Morrey showed his revamped five frames 

on Falkland Islands;  

• Dianne Saunders presented one sheet on Vostock 

and Mirny, 1819-21;  

• Steve Hoath presented his one frame PPC exhibit 

Fleet Visit to Albany; and,  

• David Mazitelli presented a single sheet title page 

for UK Strike Mail - 1971.  

The May meeting focussed on the Boston 2026 FIP 

Exhibition with members presenting their entries for 

comment. 

 

Philatelic Forum members had an outstanding result at 

Boston 2026 with one Large Gold, three Gold, and a 

vermeil as follows: 

Name Exhibit Award 

Ian Culshaw 

 

Fiscal Stamps of WA Gold 

John DiBiase The Postal Stationery 

of Western Australia, 

1879-1913. 

Gold 

Brian Morrey Falkland Island War 

Tax 

Large Gold 

Dianne 

Saunders 

 

Antarctic Expedition 

Ships 

Vermeil 

Glen Stafford 

 

Nicaraguan Airmail 

Stamps 1929-1937 

Gold 

 

Full results are available at: 

https://apf.org.au/exhibiting/apf-exhibition-results-2026/ 

 

 

 

 

Swanpex 2026 

Swanpex 2026 will be held over the two days:  

• Saturday 10 October (10:00 am to 5:00 pm);  

• Sunday 11 October (10:00 am to 3:00 pm).   

Vickery Pavilions 1 and 2 

Cannington Exhibition Centre 

Corner of Station Street & Albany Highway 

Cannington. 

The Prospectus and Entry Forms are available at the 

WAPC website: 

https://www.wapc.org.au/swanpex-2026/ 

Entry Forms along with remittances must be in the 

hands of the Exhibition Secretary no later than 

Saturday 1 August 2026. 

Entry Forms are available at: 

https://www.wapc.org.au/wp-

content/uploads/2026/Event-Documents/Entry-Form-

Swanpex-2026.pdf 

Forum Program for balance of 2026 

6 July:           Brisbane 2026 / Bandung 2026 National/ 

                      FIAP Exhibition - Entries 

3 August:       Bandung 2026 - Part 2 FIAP Exhibition 

                      Entries 

7 September: Swanpex 2026 Exhibition Entries        

5 October:     Phila Taipei FIP Exhibition Entries 

2 November: New and Revamped Exhibits 

7 December:  Six Sheet Shemozzle. 

2026 National and International Exhibitions 

26 June - 1 July: Macao 2026 (FIP);  

12 - 16 August: Brisbane (Full National);  

27 – 31 August: Bandung 2026; 

10 – 11 October: Swanpex 2026; 

6-8 November: RPSV National One Frame;  

20 - 25 November: Phila Taipei 2026 (FIP). 

Next Forum meeting: 6 July at 6:30 pm for a 7:00 pm 

start; venue: Philatelic House. 

_____________________________________________ 

Welcome to New Members 
The members of the PSWA give a very warm welcome to 

our new member Ian Howell.  

Ian’s collecting interests are British Commonwealth 

airmail, P&O/Orient Line shipping and early shipping 

UK to Australia. 
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The Postmark Circle 

The topic for the May Postmark Circle “First Flight 

Postmarks and Cachets” elicited a remarkable 

collection of material from attending members 

including crash mail, ballon mail, newspaper 

clippings, Qantas first flight covers and a host of other 

items of significant philatelic interest. 

One of the items, from the crash of the “Stork” (PH-AFO) 

at Bangkok on 6 December 1931, shows all the signs of 

a disaster:  

Netherlands Indies postal stationery card; cancelled 2 

December 1931; Bondowosow, East Java, to Utrecht, 

Netherlands. Recovered from the “Stork” crash site 

A full article on the “Stork” crash will be included in the 

next edition of Stamp Hinges (1 October 2026). 

Another of the items displayed was the Ballon Monté 

cover from the siege of Paris during the Franco-Prussian 

War (September 1870 - January 1871):  

Paris to Dinan, 8 December 1870 – by manned balloon 

During the War, Paris found itself under siege with 

communication to the outside world cut off due to 

severed telegraph lines and a disabled courier service. 

Accordingly, the Minister of Posts called upon balloon 

pilots who were stranded within Paris, to operate manned 

flights to deliver messages to the world. 

 

 

 

A total of 67 manned flights left Paris, transporting 160 

people and delivering around 3 million pieces of mail, 

most of which reached the intended destination. Pigeons 

were also flown out for the purposes of returning mail. 

Interestingly, the 27th balloon flight out of Paris took off 

in November 1870 and, apparently, the aeronauts in that 

balloon consumed a bottle of fine French wine during 

their journey. Was this the world’s first ever First-Class 

air travel, that philatelists have come to enjoy ever since? 

A very nice piece of ephemera was also displayed at the 

meeting from “The Times” of 15 May 1931 recording the 

arrival of the first air mail from Australia to reach 

Croydon (London) on 14 May: 

 

The next meeting of the Postmark Circle is scheduled for 

Saturday 8 August 2026, commencing at 1.00 pm and 

running through to around 4.00 pm at Philatelic House, 

Wellington Fair, 40 Lord Street, East Perth. 

The topic for the next meeting is Commemorative and 

Special Occasion Postmarks. All members are every 

welcome  

       8. 



 

PSWA General Meetings 

The highlight of the April General Meeting of PSWA 

was the presentation by Ian Culshaw of his exhibit 

“Australian War Savings Stamps, Booklets, 

Certificates and Slogans”. 

The exhibit displayed the various World War One savings 

programs and promotions introduced by government to 

raise money for the war effort. 

 
Sydney to Cottesloe Beach via Transcontinental Railway 

bearing Liberty Loan promotional label 

The rear of this cover has an interesting label promoting the 

collection of stamps: 

Presumably this is a British label. If so, it would not have 

applied in Australia which was, at that time, no longer a colony 

of Britain. 

The May General Meeting included a display by John McPhee 

of 20th Century Portugal. 

Penny Wells presented an in-preparation draft of her New 

Zealand 1898-1907 Pictorials at the June meeting.   

 

 

 

Capital Gains Tax and the 

Hobby of Philately 
The Information Vacuum 

The issue of capital gains tax is currently a hot topic 

in the media and in the minds of taxation consultants. 

The fundamental question for the hobby of stamp 

collecting is: will the proposed changes apply to the 

hobby and if so, what course of action might need to 

be taken to minimise the worst of its effects? 

The majority of the discussion in the media has centred 

around property investment, share investment and other 

investment holdings such as collectables.  

“Is a Pokemon Card collected  

as a hobby considered a CGT  

asset?”  

Jenny Wong 

CPA Australia’s Head of Tax Policy - 18 June 2026 

In the past, the Australian Taxation Office has had a clear 

distinction between a collectable acquired as an 

investment and one acquired in the pursuit of a hobby. 

Let’s all hope that this does not change under this new 

Capital Gains Tax legislation. 

_____________________________________________ 
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Set yourself a target 

for 2026 

 

Sign up a new PSWA member  

Membership Application Forms 

are available at the PSWA website: 
 

https://www.pswa.asn.au/wp-

content/uploads/PSWA-Membership-

Application-Form-2024.pdf 

 

https://www.pswa.asn.au/wp-content/uploads/PSWA-Membership-Application-Form-2024.pdf
https://www.pswa.asn.au/wp-content/uploads/PSWA-Membership-Application-Form-2024.pdf
https://www.pswa.asn.au/wp-content/uploads/PSWA-Membership-Application-Form-2024.pdf


 

What’s it worth? 
- Brian Austin 

What’s it worth is a question that often comes up in 

the minds of stamp collectors.  Is that little item worth 

it or not.  The true answer is that something is worth 

as much as someone wants to pay for it.   

In some cases that someone might be you, pondering the 

acquisition of an item for your collection, in other cases 

it might be you considering how much you could get for 

selling an item.  In this regard let us look at a couple of 

cases that illustrate this. 

A little while ago I was flicking through my email inbox 

and noticed that Spinks had sent me something.  It wished 

me a happy new year and noted some of their recent sales.  

Aside from stamps, they also deal in auctioning coins and 

banknotes but it was the stamps that interested me.  In 

terms of this I was drawn to a cover that they had recently 

sold. 

In Auction 25012, British Guiana Part II - The Simon 

Greenwood Collection, was Lot: 2039, illustrated below: 

 
Now some of you might say, “Oh, some old ratty cover 

with a couple of bits of coloured paper on it with 

postmarks”, Others might say, “Golly gee, what’s that?”  

and others (I have to admit being in this category, even 

though I don’t actually collect British Guiana), will just 

drool and dream of perhaps a first division Lotto win to 

help ease the pain. 

As you might guess it is a cover from British Guiana and 

it happens to be the only one with the two different 

colours for the so-called “Cotton reels”.  These are so 

named as they resembled the labels that used to be found 

on the ends of wooden cotton reels.  They were the first 

stamps from that colony and were issued in 1850.  They 

were produced by typeset at the office of Royal Gazette 

in Georgetown as part of a set of 4 values, 2c on rose, 4c 

on orange/yellow, 8c on green and a 12c on blue.  

Gibbons catalogues the cheapest at £11,000, so you can 

guess what I am about to say about what this scrappy 

cover sold for. 

The hammer at the auction came down at the nice round 

sum of £240,000, which after you add the 22.5% buyer’s  

 

 

 

 

Fee, the 20% VAT on the buyer’s fee and the convert 

to Aussie dollars, comes to the tidy sum of $671,385 at 

today’s exchange rate.   (Small change I hear you say, let’s 

take two!) 

So, what’s it worth?  A bit more than maybe you or I can 

scrape together on the fly.  It makes a nice picture though 

and when you consider that its cousin produced a few 

years later in 1856, the 1c black on magenta, sold a few 

years back in June 2021 for US$8,307,000 (that’s about 

A$11,867,000) then it is cheap at half the price.  Just these 

two alone can make you understand why I don’t collect 

early British Guiana.  It’s nice to look at though, even if 

it is a bit scrappy.  

Now let us look at the other end of the spectrum with 

another cover, albeit not as scrappy as the one above and 

a hundred years later but still from a colonial outpost of a 

European country (I won’t try to suggest that Portugal 

was a power as such nor had an empire as such by this 

time).  It is a humble cover posted in Lourenco Marques, 

Mozambique, on 1 February 1961 and was sent to 

Remington Rand (the typewriter company) in Salisbury, 

Southern Rhodesia and is franked with 80 centavos 

postage for the airmail route.   

 

 
 

And as you may have noticed from the manuscript 

endorsement, I paid the princely sum of 5 cents 

Australian for it.  How much is it worth?  Well, it was 

worth 5c to the person who sold it to me, I like to think 

that it is worth more than 5c but think probably a dollar 

or so might be close to the mark nowadays.   

It can be a case of from the sublime to ridiculous but 

something is only worth how much someone wants to 

pay.  In this case we have two covers and to non-

collectors some might say the fresher more modern cover 

has greater appeal – certainly to a Mozambique collector 

I daresay that this might be true – and to others the 

nostalgia of something from the 1850s might be it.  It 

depends on how deep your pockets are and how much 

you want something.  In either case, I find them both 

interesting covers and while I could afford one, well the 

other is British Guiana and I do not collect that country. 
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Travellers’ Travails 
Posting a letter home 

- David Mazitelli 

I was talking to a friend who had recently returned 

from a holiday in Japan.  

He had written a couple of letters to friends back in 

Australia and was in need of stamps and a mail box to get 

the letters on their way 

The nearest thing that he could find that resembled a post 

office was one of these: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He had no Japanese and could not work out how to get 

stamps out of the machine. So, he left in search of a “real” 

Post Office. 

Eventually he found one.  

In he went, only to be confronted by three queues. Being 

an academic he was well aware of the “theory of queues” 

so he applied it with a Japanese filter. He joined the 

shortest and was determined not to shift position, even if 

one of the other queues moved faster than his. For Japan, 

that’s what the theory posited. 

He was pleasantly surprised how quickly he got to the 

head of the queue. He was elated to see that the theory 

had held up. He’d arrived at the counter before the last 

person on each of the other queues. 

Lacking Japanese language skills, he undertook a 

conversation in sign language. Licking his thumb and 

pretending to stick a stamp in the top right-hand corner of 

the envelope he held in his left hand, he pointed at the 

address, then motioned as if to slip it into a mail box.  

He did this a couple of times until, in frustration, the 

young lady behind the counter took one of his envelopes 

and proceeded to try and open it. Alarmed, he retrieved  

 

 

the envelope from her before any damage was done.  

He went through the motions again. This time holding a 

handful of Yen. 

The lady attendant, clearly confused, said something he 

didn’t understand, briskly walked over to a very urbane 

looking manager, said something and came back with 

him to my friend. 

The manager, in perfect English, said “Good afternoon, 

sir, may I help you?” 

My friend explained his need for stamps, which he had 

hoped he could purchase from this Post Office, for letters 

to Australia. 

The manager gave him a warm smile and informed him, 

very politely, in the following terms: Sir”, he said, 

“you’re in a bank”. 

_____________________________________________ 
 

Wanted 
Anna Friis is looking for any material relating to the 

Nelson Line – an American maritime company that 

subsequently underwent a name change and became the 

Pacific Company. 

Should any member have any related material please 

contact Anna, or alternatively the Editor, Stamp Hinges 

at: stamphinges@yahoo.com.au 

_____________________________________________ 
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   PSWA  

Stamp-It  
Dealers + Auction 

 

Sunday 23 August 2026 
 

 

10.00 am to 4.00 pm  

 

Cannington Exhibition Centre 

Corner of Albany Highway and Station Street 

Cannington, WA 

Plenty of Parking, Plenty of Dealers  

Plenty of Bargains 
 

mailto:stamphinges@yahoo.com.au


 

WA Philatelic Events 

for the balance of 2026 
(as known at time of publication) 

PSWA Mini Stamp Fair 

Sunday 26 July 2026 

9:00 am to 3:00 pm 

Cannington Exhibition Centre. 

Cannington 

Rockingham 40th Anniversary Stamp Show 

Sunday 2 August 2026 

10.00 am to 4.00 pm  

Gary Holland Community Centre 

2-19 Kent Street 

Rockingham. 

PSWA Stamp-It  

Sunday 23 August 2026 

10:00 am to 4:00 pm 

Cannington Exhibition Centre. 

Southpex 

Sunday 13 September 2026 

10.00 am commencement 

Alcock Street 

Maddington 

PSWA Dollar Day 

Friday 9 October 2026 

9:00 am to 2:30 pm 

Cannington Exhibition Centre. 

Cannington 

Swanpex 2026 

Saturday 10 October 2026 

10:00 am to 5:00 pm 

Sunday 11 October 2026 

10:00 am to 3:00 pm 

Cannington Exhibition Centre. 

Cannington 

ACE Stamp Auction Sale No 37  

A “Mega” auction listing 3,500 + lots  

Saturday 24 October 2026 

Sunday 25 October 2026 

Mandurah Stamp, Coin and Banknote Fair 

Sunday 8 November 2026 

9:00 am to 3:00 pm 

Bortolo Pavilion 

Murdoch Drive (corner of Bortolo Drive) 

Mandurah. 

PSWA Christmas Stamp Fair  

Sunday 13 December 2026 

10:00 am to 4:00 pm  

Cannington Exhibition Centre 

 

        

Who can you trust these days? 
- Dr Bruce Haynes 

As a youth and since, I have grown up with Stanley 

Gibbons Red Book, Part 1, or now, Commonwealth & 

British Empire Stamps 1840 - 1970. It gave me details 

about what stamps were issued and the amount Stanley 

Gibbons might charge for a top-quality example. 

Over the years I have accumulated sundry used stamps in 

SG New Imperial and New Age albums to 1965. My rule 

of thumb was to pay about 25% of catalogue for an 

average used copy. 

In the process of so doing I learned that the first British 

colonial stamps (1d red and 2d blue Post Office) were 

issued in 1847 in Mauritius. These stamps are part of 

philatelic legend and subject to numerous articles, a 

Monty Wedd cartoon, and at least one novel. 

I have some examples (unfortunately they are forged) but 

do not know where they are at present. 

When at PSWA Library Day in June 2026 I consulted 

the 2025 SG World Simplified Catalogue and, to my 

surprise, found that Stanley Gibbons has made history. 

Under the heading of Mauritius, these famous stamps are 

now listed as being issued in 1846 (rather early for Lady 

Gomm’s ball). 

Moreover, as the Simplified only lists the cheapest 

version of a stamp, the 2025 Simplified lists the worn 

impression Post Paids as issued in 1856 whereas the red 

book still insists it was 1859. 
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Penny’s Corner 

 

 


