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President’s Message

Dear PSWA Members,

Welcome to 2026. PSWA has had a very good 2025
and we look forward to that continuing in the year
ahead.

The 2025 Annual General Meeting presented a solid
balance sheet and financial position for your Society,
and a confidence in the period ahead. The reports are
presented in this edition of Stamp Hinges for your
information.

On the behalf of all of our members, I thank the
Committee and the members who hold Appointed
Positions, for their hard work and commitment during
the year. A special thank you goes to all our volunteers
and to Johanna Stafford who has kept our website
functional for many years. Johanna’s replacement will
commence early in the New Year.

PSWA continues to attract new members. I encourage
members to actively seek new members during 2026.
Our membership has fallen away a little with the sad
passing of a number of our longer-term members
during 2025. They will be missed.

We have a full program in front of us and I look
forward to catching up with each and every one at our
2026 events.

I wish you a happy, healthy and prosperous New Year.
Barbara Daniels.

President, PSWA.

2025 PSWA Awards

At the Christmas meeting of the PSWA, held on 16
December 2025, the PSWA awards for the year were
presented as follows:

Ross Wood Perpetual Trophy: Awarded to Greg
Morgan for his exhibit of the 4d King George V issues.

Les King Trophy: Jointly awarded to Brian Austin
(Exhibit: “George V heads of Australia on cover — small
multiple crown A watermark Perforation 13.5 x 12.5”);
and, Dr Bruce Haynes (Exhibit: “Cocos (Keeling) Islands
Postal Rates: 70 years of Australian Administration™).

E. A. (Ted) Barnes Research Cup: Awarded to David
Mazitelli for his research into the 1936 Tasmanian
Telephone Cable Commemorative.

Hooker Shield: Awarded to Dr Bruce Haynes (Exhibit:
“Australian Forces in East Timor 1999 —2004”).

Frank Hedges Perpetual Trophy: Awarded to George
Morris.
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PSWA President Barbara Daniels presents George Morris
with the Frank Hedges Perpetual Trophy for 2025

Continued on Page 3.



PSWA 2026
Office Bearers — 2026

Patron: Mr Mel Peachey
President: Mrs Barbara Daniels
Vice President: Mr George Morris
Secretary: Mr Gavin Woodward
Treasurer: Mr Nigel Rainford
Committee Member: Mr Roger Cumming
Committee Member: Mr Paul Holman
Committee Member: Mr Mark Leaman

Immediate Past President: Mr Mel Peachey

Appointed positions:
Exchange Secretary: Mr George Morris
Librarian: Mr Mark Leaman
New Member Officer: Mr Gavin Woodward
Stamp Hinges Editor: Mr David Mazitelli
Auction Catalogue: Mr Paul Holman
Webmaster: Mr Chris Round
Auditor: Mr Brian Austin
Publicity Officer: Mr Jeff Brenton
PSWA Events —First Quarter 2026

Event Date Venue
Library Day 3 January Philatelic House
Mini Stamp Fair 11 January Cannington
Stamp Shed 16 January Cannington
General Meeting 20 January Philatelic House
Philatelic Forum 2 February Philatelic House
Daytime Club 5 February Subiaco
Library Day 7 February Philatelic House
General Meeting 17 February Philatelic House
Stamp Shed 20 February Cannington
Stamp-It 22 February Cannington
Philatelic Forum 2 March Philatelic House
Daytime Club 5 March Subiaco
Library Day* 14 March Philatelic House
General Meeting 17 March Philatelic House
Stamp Shed 20 March Cannington
Mini Stamp Fair 22 March Cannington

* (2nd Saturday; due to PNS Fair).

See page 12 for the major philatelic events in Western
Australia in 2026 (as known at date of publication).

2026 Syllabus

1. PSWA General Meetings: held at 7.30 pm for 8.00
pm start on the third Tuesday of each month, at Philatelic
House, 40 Lord Street, Perth.

Circuit books are available from 6.30 pm. A sale-by-
tender is held at each meeting.

2. The Philatelic Forum: held at 7.30 pm on the first
Monday of each month, except January, at Philatelic
House, 40 Lord Street.

3. The Daytime Stamp Club: held at 1.00 pm on the first
Thursday of each month, except January, at the Scout
Hall, 399 Rokeby Rd, Subiaco.

4. Club Library Day: held from 10.00 am to 4.00 pm on
the first Saturday of the month at Philatelic House, 40
Lord Street, Perth.

5. Postmark Circle: Meeting quarterly, on the second
Saturday of the month from 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm. For
members interested in worldwide postmarks. The 14
February meeting will be held at Philatelic House. All
other Postmark Circle venues to be advised.

6. Stamp Shed: Third Friday of each month; 9:00 am to
3:00 pm Vickery Room, Cannington Exhibition Centre.

An informal collectors’ day. Buy sell, swap and chat
about stamps. BYO lunch.

2026 Membership
Fees Now Due

e Single membership: $25.
e Family membership: $35.
e Junior membership: $2.
Payments may be made by:
1. Cheque: made payable to PSWA (Inc) and
posted to: Hon Treasurer,
PSWA (Inc)
PO Box 886
Subiaco 6904
2. Direct Deposit; Bank: Commbank
Account name: The Philatelic Society of
WA (Inc)
BSB: 066-160
Account No: 11169587
3. Cash or Cheque or Card: handed to the
Treasurer at any PSWA General Meeting or
Library Day, before 31 March 2026.




PSWA 2025 Awards

(continued from Page 1)

Of the eight possible awards available to PSWA members
throughout the calendar year, five were awarded in 2025.
The background and purpose of the awards made in 2025
is as follows:

Ross Wood Perpetual Trophy:

The Ross Wood Trophy is awarded for the best exhibit
displayed at a PSWA monthly meeting during the year.

The award is announced at the PSWA Christmas meeting.
Les King Trophy:

Awarded for an exhibit of 16 sheets (one frame) at
PSWA’s Stamp Mart, including members who have
previously won the trophy.

Judging is by the vote of those who attend Stamp Mart.

Completed entry forms are submitted at the April meeting
and the exhibit brought to the PSWA meeting the month
before Stamp Mart, or presented at Stamp Mart.

E. A. (Ted) Barnes Research Cup:

Awarded to a PSWA member who has written any
published book, monograph or article that shows a great
amount of personal research, or contributes to philatelic
knowledge.

Entries are due at the September PSWA meeting.

Hooker Shield: The Hooker Shield consists of an exhibit
of 16 sheets submitted at the November meeting and
exhibited at the Christmas meeting of the PSWA, in any
of the following categories:

» Traditional

* Postal History

* Thematic

* Other
There are two elements to the judging of the exhibits; a
Judged element and an Appeal element.

The Judged element assesses the exhibits against a
criteria worth up to a maximum of 65 marks.

The Appeal element carries a weight of 35 marks and is
judged by all PSWA members present at the December
meeting.

Frank Hedges Perpetual Trophy:

This award recognises the greatest contribution made by
a PSWA member towards furthering the aims of the
Society during the year.

The award is judged by the President of the PSWA and is
announced at the PSWA’s Christmas meeting.

The three awards not presented during the year were:

e The Thematic Trophy: This trophy is awarded
to an entry in the Hooker Shield - Thematic Class
- which receives the highest score of all entries in
that Class

e The Club Trophy: This entry is to be of between
10 and 16 sheets. Monetary value of the stamps is
not taken into account. All PSWA members are
eligible to enter, except those who have
previously won a PSWA exhibit award of silver,
sapphire or above.

e The Don O’Loughlin Trophy: All Western
Australians under the age of 16 years at 1 January
are eligible to enter. Entries of up to 5 sheets on
any subject form the basis of the award.

Missing Trophy

Should any member know the whereabouts of the Ross
Wood Perpetual Trophy, could they please advise Gavin
Woodward.

— Serving collectors for over 50 years —

Numerous new entries, some of which are intriguing
if not enlightening, have been introduced to the

@RENNIKS

STAMPS m_ 18th Edition’s Pre- and Decimal general listings

UF T el 2long with the overall content having been further

AUSTRALIA ::;:“::Jﬁ streamlined, providing an enhanced, user-friendly
experience.

Fully Revi

by Mi s -

For collectors of modern used, there is a nifty guide
to removing those frustrating self adhesives that
have micro-cuts within and, for the convenience of
traders when buying, the new Annual Collections
; J and Stamp Packs sections also include respective
face-values in their content.

The market values throughout have been
: comprehensively revised, mostly downwards,
presenting favourable opportunities for collectors.
This is particularly the case for the Decimals
including issues of the scarce, post-GFC period,
onwards.

18th Edition
The World's Leading Guide {1 ¥
for Australizn Stamps
1850-2024

Personally endorsed, signed
copies of Stamps of
Australia - 18
are now available

As the 18th Edition is effectively our price list, we
invite collectors to take advantage and hopefully
favour us with their custom (see our special offers in
the catalogue) - please come visit or we can mail-
order. Thank-you and enjoy, Mike.

Mickel Smits Philatelist
London Court Arcade, Suite 12A, Stairwell B

Phone: 93253252 Email: smits@westnet.com.au
P.0. Box 5652, St Georges Terrace PO, Perth 6831
Monday - Friday: 11.00am to 5.00pm, Saturday: 10.30am to 3pm

https://www.smitsstampsandcoins.com.au/




2025 Annual General Meeting

The PSWA Annual General Meeting was held on 18
November at Philatelic House. In accordance with the
Constitutional requirements a quorum was present.

President's Address - Summary of 2025
Good evening, everyone, and thank you for being here.

As we look back on 2025,I'm proud of what we've
achieved together as a club. It has been a year of activity,
participation, and continued growth within our philatelic
community.

First, | want to warmly welcome our new members. We're
delighted to have you with us, and I hope you quickly feel
part of our Society. Thank you as well to all members
who have volunteered their time - whether by attending
meetings, helping at events, or representing the club in
the wider community. Your support keeps the Society
strong.

A special acknowledgement goes to Johanna Stafford for
her tireless work on our website over the past decade.
This platform has become an essential communication
tool, connecting us not only with members but also with
collectors across the community.

I encourage everyone to stay involved and consider
taking on a role within the club. Many hands truly make
light work, and your participation ensures full
representation and shared responsibility.

Please remember that the committee is here to represent
you. If you ever have questions or need clarification we
are always only a conversation away.

Lastly, our thoughts remain with the families of
members we have sadly lost during the year. Their
contributions to our community will not be forgotten, and
they will be dearly missed.

Thank you all for your continued support. I took forward
to another year of friendship, learning, and great stamp
collecting.

Kind Regards
Barbara Daniels

President

Honorary Treasurer’s Annual Report

I present the 'Statement of Profit & Loss' and 'Statement
of Financial Position' to this AGM, having been reviewed
by the Society's Auditor, Mr Brian Austin as "giving a
true and fair view of the Society's financial position at 30
June 2025." Some copies are available here to view, or
take away.

Thank you to the small, but loyal, band of volunteers who

help with the running of the auctions.

Comment: At $66,412, operational revenue decreased by
$35,300 compared to the previous year. However, this
decrease mostly relates to the National Exhibition held in
Perth, which inflated both 2023-24 revenue and
expenditure by over $26,000. This was due to credit card
transactions for the exhibition being passed through the
Society's accounts. At $51,907, operational expenditure
decreased by $42,720 from 2023-24.

Cash reserves at the end of 2024-25 were $102,023, an
increase of $14,340 from 30th June 2024. The society's
net asset financial position as at 30th June 2025 was
$294,128, an increase of $13,359 since the end of 2023-
24. These assets include the value of this property, which
is currently valued at $200,000.

The Membership fee schedule for 2026 is recommended
to this AGM by Committee resolution and remains
unchanged since 2013. I seek your support in passing a
motion to set the fees for 2026 at $25 for adults, $35 for
families and $2 for juniors. If accepted, membership fees
for next year will fall due on the 1st of January 2026 and
will need to be paid by the 31st of March 2026, for
Members to remain financial. However, I'm happy to
accept payments from tonight, if the motion passes.

I'd like to thank the rest of the Committee for their
outstanding support throughout a financially successful
year, particularly our new President, Barbara Daniels, for
her leadership.

Any Questions?
Thank you

Nigel Rainford
PSWA Hon Treasurer
Auctioneers Report

The Secretary, Mr Gavin Woodward, presented the
Auctioneer's report in the absence of Mr Terry Finlayson.

Terry’s report is as follows:

I have noticed a decline in auction results over the last
few years. My belief is that this can be attributed to
several factors including

a) Too many auctions:

For the year 2025 there will be nine auctions. I
understand Ace Stamp Auctions will be conducting two
auctions in 2026 taking the number of planned auctions
to ten.

Is this too many auctions for a declining collector base?
b) Unrealistic reserves:

Reading auction catalogues, I have a general feeling as to
which lots will sell based on descriptions and the reserve
price.



Perhaps vendors need to reconsider their pricing
structure.

c¢) Recycling of unsold auction lots:

Regularly I see unsold lots from one auction offered
again in the following auction at the same reserve.

If the lots did not sell in the first auction what are the
possibilities of the lots selling in the next auction at the
same reserve?

d) Quality of lots offered for auction:

Some lots offered are more suitable for the monthly club
auctions. There is also a limited number of lots that can
be supplied for all the auctions by the regular
contributors.

e) Promotion/Advertising:

I see or hear very little promotion for the auctions. 1, like
many others, do not listen to Curtin Radio. Whilst the
auction catalogues are issued with the monthly Philatelic
Council upcoming events advice and listed on various
club websites, it is the non-club members that the club
should be targeting. For example, the last time I
registered for a PSWA auction there was no provision for
bidders to record their email address. The club should
build up a database of bidders. I also believe that any
registered bidder should be issued with a paper version of
the next auction catalogue.

I have been provided with results of the last four PSWA
auctions by our Treasurer and have combined them to
illustrate my thoughts:

Total lots offered: 2161

Lots sold:1010

Clearance percentage: 46.73
Total sales: $33,921

Average price per lot sold: $33.58
Total club profit: $4,915.65

Whilst acknowledging the income received is significant,
I question if the amount of work put in by our volunteers
is worth the return.

Perhaps it is time for the committee to reassess the
auctions. Perhaps fewer auctions will bring better results.

I have been quite open about my intention to slowly wind
down the number of shows I attend as a dealer. 1t is
planned I will only attend a maximum of four shows next
year. As such I cannot guarantee being available to
conduct all PSWA s auctions next year. Therefore, I will
not be able to accept nomination for the position of Club
Auctioneer for the 2026 year.

Terry Finlayson

Club Auctioneer

Exchange Secretary’s Report

Mr George Morris presented the Exchange Secretary’s
report. He noted that there were 27 books for the year and
currently a total of I 17 books in circulation having a total
value of $181,250.

The New Members Officer’s Report

Gavin Woodward, reported that the PSWA currently has
92 members. as follows:

Total Financial Membership at the 2024 AGM: 98
Add:

New members joined during 2025:

Old members re-joined during 2025: 2
Less:

Un-financial members 2025: 7
Members resigned during 2025: 0
Members passed away during 2025: 7

Total Financial Membership at 2025 AGM: 92
Election of Office Bearers and Committee

As only one nomination had been received for each
position to be filled by election there was no need for an
election.

Membership Fees for 2026

The motion recommending Membership Fees for 2026
was adopted as follows:

e Single membership: $25.
e Family membership: $35.

e Junior membership: $2.

Set yourself a target for 2026

Sign up a new PSWA member

Membership Application Forms
are available at the PSWA website:

https://www.pswa.asn.au/wp-content/uploads/PS WA -
Membership-Application-Form-2024.pdf



https://www.pswa.asn.au/wp-content/uploads/PSWA-Membership-Application-Form-2024.pdf
https://www.pswa.asn.au/wp-content/uploads/PSWA-Membership-Application-Form-2024.pdf

Christmas Stamp Fair

The PSWA’s Christmas Stamp Fair was successfully
held on Sunday 14 December 2025 at South Perth
Community Centre. The event was well attended.
Some 45 bidders registered for the auction.

Twelve dealers spread over 44 tables provided collectors
with a broad range of material — some of which had not
been previously available to the market.

Mary-Lou Linke had a ready smile for all her customers

A 663 lot auction was held under the capable hand of
auctioneer Terry Findlayson, who kept things moving
along at a very smart clip. While bidding was a bit patchy,
some very good bargains were won by those who had
studied the catalogue and the material.

Volunteers Gavin Woodward, Nigel Rainford, George
Morris, Paul Holman, Sue Morgan efficiently manage the
collection of payments from successful bidders

The clearance rate was 30.0% with the winning bid across
the sold lots averaging $28.37. The auction grossed
$5,645.

For the volunteers setting up the venue, it was a very long

day. The trailer carrying the tables provided from the WA
Philatelic Council storage facility at Baldivis were picked
up the night before. By 7.00 am Sunday the venue was
open and the set up commenced. Tables and chairs were
placed in position. The auction display area was laid out
in auction list order.

By 8.00 the dealers had arrived and commenced to set up
their stands. By 9:30 it was ready to go.

Doors opened at 10:00.

At the end of the day the chairs were stacked and stored
by the same hard-working group; tables folded down and
placed onto the WAPC trailer for return to Baldivis.
Dealers removed their unsold material. All interrupted for
45 minutes as a thunder storm came over, saturating
proceedings.

Postmark Circle

- Brian Austin

The November meeting of the Postmark Circle looked
at the subject of military mail. A range of material
from the First and Second World Wars with
Australian, British and other connections was
displayed.

The subject of military mail is a large one that
encompasses all areas of philately. The range of postal
markings associated with it is immense.

One can only look, for example, at the size of Bruce
Haynes and Brian Pope’s magisterial work, (1997)
Western Australia: the Forces, Prisoner of War and
Censor mail of Western Australia or the three volumes of
Proud’s (1984) History of the Indian Army Postal Service
to get an idea of this. The meeting could only skim over
the surface and in future meetings the area will be
examined again with a finer focus.

To give one an idea of the scope one only needs consider
that sadly for humanity, there is always a war or military
campaign being conducted by someone somewhere.
Whether it is a worldwide conflagration such as the two
world wars or just limited military campaigns, such as the
Australian deployment to East Timor or operations such
as naval cruises, military groups are involved and with
them, postal operations.

These involve both the mail from those involved and the
mail to them, as well as the effects that it may have on
others such as censorship of mail or adjustment of mail
routes and delays in delivery.



All of these can provide markings on mail, cancelling
stamps, providing additional cachets and otherwise
which provide a rich field for the collector to expand into.

Whether a collector of a single country, such as Australia
or GB or India, or of a particular period, such as the
Victorian era, or a particular episode, such as the Great
White Fleet or World War 11, it is possible to build up an
assemblage of related material.

To demonstrate some of these, below is a range of items
that show something of the breadth of military mail.

India, 1856-1921:

1. 131 — Persian Field Forcel856;

2. FF — Abyssinian Field Force, 1868;
3. Field PO No 12, Chitral, NWP 1895;
4. NWP Govt Camp PO, 1891.
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5. FPO 4, China Expeditionary Force, Tientsin, China;
6. FPO, China Expeditionary Force, China;
7. FPO, Indian Expeditionary Force, 1917.

8. 9.
8. FPO No.400, Indian Expeditionary Force,
Constantinople, 1921;

9. Bagdad, Indian Expeditionary Force. Constantinople,
1921.

Australia, World War I:

Egypt to Bunbury, 1916. On Active Service (OAS) free
postage

Guildford to Blackboy Hill military camp. On Active
Service (0OAS) 1916 — 1 of 2 recorded ingoing mail



World War 11:
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BFPO 22, Malayan Emergency to Bayswater, WA,
1963

Note: The Postmark Circle meetings are moving from
the night time meeting to a Saturday afternoon to enable
a greater attendance.

Saturday 14 February, 1:00 pm: Western Australian
Goldfields Postmarks. Venue: Philatelic House.

The Philatelic Forum

The Philatelic Forum held its final meeting for 2025
on 1 December. Eleven people attended plus a very
welcome guest, Mr Kim Stuckey, FRPSL, from the
UK. Kim is the Chairman of the Falklands Islands
Philatelic Study Group and a successful exhibitor at
Uruguay 2024, EuroPhilEx 2025 and the 50™
Anniversary Display of the FIPSG presented to the
Royal Philatelic Society London in 2023.

The meeting included a display of members’ “Six Sheet
Shemozzles”. These were:

1. Faroes Islands: British Occupation;

2. Usage of Internal Revenues Stamps for Postage;

3. The Minto Fete, Calcutta — India — 1907;

4. Shackleton’s “Nimrod” — Issued on an AAT
stamp, 1980-81;

5. Introduction of Commonwealth Registered
Envelopes; and,

6. The Falkland Islands Queen Victoria Issues, 1878
to 1902.

The winning display was Brian Austin’s entry: The Minto
Fete, Calcutta — India —1907.

Recent PSWA Members’ Exhibition Results
Hobart One Frame: 31 October — 2 November 2025

Name Exhibit Total | Award
lan NSW Stamp duty: The | 75 Vermeil
Culshaw Numeral Issues 1929-
1966
Steve Hoath Great White Fleet 84 Large
Visits Albany in 1908 Vermeil
Steve Hoath Lipton Series of 85 Gold
Postcards
Mike The Caves Board of 87 Gold
Kouwen Western Australia
George Germany Hosts the 70 Large
Morris Olympic Games Silver
Brian The 1914 Battle of the | 82 Large
Morrey Falklands, Its Prelude Vermeil
and Aftermath




AUSVIPEX2025 — December 2025

1936 Tasmanian
Submarine Cable;
A Comprehensive
Study - The 2d
Scarlet, Type A
and Type B.

Name F Exhibit Total | Award
Bruce 3 Akya‘p: Postal 76 Vermeil
Haynes Markings 1834 —

1947
David 5 Australian . ’7 Gold
Mazitelli Commemorative:

AUSVIPEX2025 exhibits are available on-line for
viewing until 28 February 2026:

https://ausvipex2025.com/visit-the-show/

19"  Philatelic Literature Exhibition 2025 -
Christchurch — 6 December 2025

Stamp Hinges, the quarterly Journal of the Philatelic
Society of Western Australia, was awarded a Large Silver
in Class B — Periodicals. Full results at:

https://cps.gen.nz/wp-content/uploads/19th-NZNPLE-
catalogue-F.pdf

Europhilex Birmingham, May 2025 — Literature

Jan Gane was awarded a Large Vermeil (85) in May for
her publication: The Journal of the France & Colonies
Philatelic Society of Great Britain.

Philatelic Forum Book Reviews

There were three book reviews presented at the 3
November 2025 meeting of the Forum.

John DiBiase reviewed Rennick’s Coin and Banknote
Catalogue, 2025 and noted that it contained a small
section on Australian Postal Notes, 300 pages, $78
posted.

Brian Austin reviewed Dave Markand‘s Rocket Mail of
India. Hardcover (RPSL) and considered it an excellent

publication. It was awarded Gold in December at the 19"
Philatelic Literature Exhibition 2025 — Christchurch.

https://indianairmails.com/uploads/8/1/0/8/81084928/th
e_rocket mails_of india -_preview.pdf

Brian also reviewed the Indian Study Circle — Diamond
Jubilee, Hardcover, 170 pages. Brian gave it a high
recommendation.

Forum Program for 2026

2 February: Title Pages & End Pages

2 March:  Publishing Exhibits Using Microsoft Word

6 April: Workshop

4 May: Boston 2026: FIP Exhibition Entries

1 June: Macao 2026 FIP Exhibition Entries

6 July: Brisbane 2026 / Bandung 2026 National
/FIAP Exhibition - Entries

3 August:  Bandung 2026 - Part 2 FIAP Exhibition

Entries
7 September: SWANPEX 2026 Exhibition Entries
5 October:  Phila Taipei FIP Exhibition Entries
2 November: New and Revamped Exhibits
7 December: Six Sheet Shemozzle.

2026 National and International Exhibitions

4 - 8 February: Dubai 2026 (FIP);

23 - 30 May: Boston 2026, USA (FIP);

26 June - 1 July: Macao 2026 (FIP);

12 - 16 August: Brisbane (Full National);
27 - 31 August: Bandung 2026;

20 - 25 November: Phila Taipei 2026 (FIP).

The Daytime Stamp Club

The Daytime Stamp Club wound up its 2025 year with
a Christmas meeting at the scout hall in Rokeby Road,
Subiaco, on Thursday 4 December. Some 20 members
attended.

Mr Ross Edwards presented his collection of Great
Britain perfins and outlined the method he uses to
research, catalogue and store his collection.

Ross Edwards outlines to the group his methods for dealing
with Great Britain perfins.

Mr Gavin Woodward concluded the meeting thanking all
for their contribution to the Club throughout the year. A
very impressive afternoon tea was enjoyed by all.


https://ausvipex2025.com/visit-the-show/
https://cps.gen.nz/wp-content/uploads/19th-NZNPLE-catalogue-F.pdf
https://cps.gen.nz/wp-content/uploads/19th-NZNPLE-catalogue-F.pdf
https://indianairmails.com/uploads/8/1/0/8/81084928/the_rocket_mails_of_india_-_preview.pdf
https://indianairmails.com/uploads/8/1/0/8/81084928/the_rocket_mails_of_india_-_preview.pdf

During the year the Daytime Stamp Club attendees
presented a number of very interesting displays. Some of
these have been documented in earlier 2025 editions of
Stamp Hinges. Aside from the displays, some equally
fascinating covers and their related history were
presented.

One of these came from Paul and Kate Gentelli who
presented a pair of covers that were included in a
collection of French stamps Paul had acquired.

Paul said the two envelopes from the French Vichy era
took their attention because of their unexpected
cancellations.

f IRy -

Camp de Concentration Vernet D’Ariege.
Postmarked December 1941with a 1 Franc stamp

Camp de GursBasses Pyrenees with a 1Franc stamp of
the type first issued on 12 August 1941

Both were passed by the censor (controlle) addressed to
members of the Finkel family at superior addresses in
Nice. Finkel being a common German/Jewish surname
with one to Maria, being the German usage, Marie being
the French version.

The second one is addressed to Monsieur Markus Finkel.

Both were written in German (en Allemande).

Vernet was situated in South-west of France on the
Spanish border. It was built in 1918 as an army camp then
used to intern Spaniards fleeing Spain during the civil
war. After the fall and partition of France (July1940)
‘undesirables’ and German nationals who were deemed
to be ‘enemy aliens’ were interned.

There was a short-lived early period in which the
Spaniards were allowed/given two letters a month back
to Spain by the French to encourage the Spaniards
themselves to go back there.

In 1942 Vernet became a transit camp for detained Jews
before being transported to Drancy (Paris) and their fate;
40,000 people passed through the camp.

Gurs was situated further east in Basque country, again
on the border with Spain. It was built in 1939 on 80 ha of
land containing 400 primitive huts with minimal
facilities; 64,000 people passed through the camp.

A fascinating pair that tells a tragic story.

The next meeting of the Daytime Stamp Club is
scheduled for Thursday 5 February 2026.

PSWA members and friends of Western
Australian philately were saddened by the
passing of many of our long-standing
members in 2025.They will be missed.

Vale
Arnold Creaser
Bill Falconer
Willy Loffelmann
Robert (Bob) Neville
Brian Pope
Chris Sykes
Cecil Walkerley
Barry Wilkinson

Rest in Peace
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Library Notes

Throughout the year a number of generous donations
was made to the library.

Most recently, Andrew Martin and the late Mike Adams
donated a significant trove of material; brought in, on
their behalf, by John McPhee.

During 2025 some 35 references were borrowed from the
library by PSWA members using them to research their
collections and exhibitions.

Should members find they have unreturned volumes on
their shelves at home, our Librarian, Mark Leaman, asks
you to return them.

Library Day, held on the first Saturday of each month
(including January), continues to be a very popular
gathering, held from 10;00 am to 4:00 pm at Philatelic
House.

Library Day, September 2025 — a full house

Members from all Western Australian philatelic societies
and others are welcome to come along and talk stamps,
swap stamps, sell and buy stamps; but most importantly
to use the reference material in the library to research
philatelic topics of specific interest.

The next Library Day will be held on Saturday 3 January
2026.

Vale Robert (Bob) Neville

It is with sadness that the membership of the
Philatelic Society of Western Australia (PSWA)
heard of the death of our long-time member and
friend Robert (Bob) Neville.

Bob was a long-standing member of the Philatelic
Society of Western Australia and of the Western
Australian philatelic fraternity.

Bob Neville’s meticulous research, engaging
presentations, and generous spirit embodied the
highest ideals of philately.

His work bridged naval history and colonial postal
heritage, inspiring both seasoned experts and
newcomers. His exhibition, “HMS Hood,” offered
an unparalleled narrative of the legendary British
battle-cruiser. By weaving together mint and used
stamps, original correspondence, postcards, an
on-board baptismal certificate, photographs, and
the front page of the News Chronicle reporting the
ship’s tragic loss, Bob brought the story of the
Hood to vivid life.

As we mourn his loss, we also celebrate a life
devoted to the preservation and dissemination of
philatelic knowledge. May his collections continue
to educate, and may his memory endure in the
pages of our shared history.

Rest in peace, Bob. Your stamps, stories, and
friendship remain forever treasured.

Glen Stafford

PSWA Stamp-It

+ Auction

22 February 2026

10.00 am to 4.00 pm; Cannington Exhibition
Centre
Corner of Albany Highway and Station Street
Cannington, WA

Plenty of Parking, Plenty of Dealers
Plenty of Bargains

11.



WA Philatelic Events 2026

(as known at time of publication)

PSWA Mini Stamp Fair

Sunday 11 January 2026

9:00 am to 3:00 pm

Cannington Exhibition Centre.

Corner of Albany Highway and Station Street.
Cannington. WA.

PSWA Stamp Shed

Friday16 January 2026

9:30 am to 3:30 pm
Cannington Exhibition Centre.

PNS Coin, Banknote and Stamp Fair
Saturday 7 February 2026

9:00 am to 2:00 pm

South Perth Community Centre, South Terrace.

PSWA Stamp Shed

Friday 20 February 2026

9:30 am to 3:30 pm
Cannington Exhibition Centre.

PSWA Stamp-It + Auction
Sunday 22 February 2026
10.00 am to 4.00 pm
Cannington Exhibition Centre.

PSWA Stamp Shed

Friday 20 March 2026

9:30 am to 3:30 pm
Cannington Exhibition Centre.

PSWA Mini Stamp Fair
Sunday 22 March 2026

9:00 am to 3:00 pm
Cannington Exhibition Centre.

ACE Stamp Auctions

Public Sale Auction No. 37
Saturday 9th May, 2026; and,
Sunday 10th May, 2026
Cannington Exhibition Centre.
https://acestampauctions.com/

PNS Coin, Banknote and Stamp Fair
Saturday 16 May 2026

9:00 am to 2:00 pm

South Perth Community Centre.

PSWA Stamp Mart + Auction
Sunday 24 May 2026

10:00 am to 4:00 pm
Cannington Exhibition Centre.

PSWA Mini Stamp Fair
Sunday 26 July 2026

9:00 am to 3:00 pm
Cannington Exhibition Centre.

PSWA Stamp-It

Sunday 23 August 2026

10:00 am to 4:00 pm
Cannington Exhibition Centre.

Dollar Day

Friday 9 October 2026

9:00 am to 2:30 pm
Cannington Exhibition Centre.

Penny’s Corner

Here I am at a stamp club meeting at long last.

I’ve always wanted to belong to a stamp club, to meet
others who share my interest in the hobby.

All these people — must be 30 of them — and I don’t
know anyone.

A knowledgeable person started talking about her
display...nice stamps too. I don’t know about that
variety. Mmmm. Better keep my mouth shut.

Why did I come anyway? Look at all these people,
busily studying the display, discussing points about
this and that — it’s obvious that they’re very
experienced. Perhaps I should work my way quietly
towards the door and leave?

“Hello”, he said. “Yes. My first time too. No, I don’t
collect this country either. Would you like a cup of
tea? What do you collect? Really? Me too.”

I might as well stay for the auction. Lots of interesting
stuff on display. Well now, there’s a set I have always
wanted. And, cheap too, at that reserve. I’ll go a dollar
above it.

Well, it’s late and I’ve won a bargain in that set. Plus
a few other odds and ends. I don’t want to get carried
away!

I say goodnight to my new found friends and tell them
I’11 see them next month. Next meeting? For sure.
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