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Swanpex 2025  
PSWA members were prolific exhibitors at 

Swanpex 2025. Nine of the 14 exhibits in Division 1 

were entered by PSWA members. In Division 2, five 

of the seven exhibits were entered by PSWA 

members.  

Greg Morgan was awarded Gold for his maiden 

exhibit titled: Australia KGV 4d Stamp. Greg scored 

81 points. A great result for Greg and Sue who have 

been working long and hard to get the exhibit finished 

in time for Swanpex.  

Bruce Haynes had four entries in Division 1 and 

another in the One Frame Division 2. Penny Wells had 

two entries in Division 1 for a Gold and a Large 

Vermeil. Steve Hoath entered two exhibits into 

Division 2 and was awarded Gold for both, with 90 

points being awarded for his “Great White Fleet Visits 

Albany in 1908” exhibit. 

 

Malcolm Brown studies one of the Swanpex 2025 

exhibits at Rockingham 

Full Swanpex 2025 results at Page 5. 

 

President’s Message 

 

Dear PSWA Members, 

It is pleasing to see our members doing so well at this 

year’s Swanpex. Of the 21 exhibits entered, 14 were 

from PSWA members. Congratulations. 

In no small way this reflects the value of the PSWA’s 

Philatelic Forum to our membership which encourages 

exhibiting and provides a valuable opportunity to 

improve the quality and range of material presented. If 

you are interested in understanding more about the 

work done at the Forum, come along on the first 

Monday of the month; 7:30 pm at Philatelic House. 

Our Annual General Meeting is set down for 18 

November at Philatelic House. I invite all members to 

consider nominating for positions of the Committee. 

Nomination Forms are available from the Secretary, 

Gavin Woodward. Nominations need to be received by 

the October General Meeting on 21 October. 

In concluding, let me thank all those members who 

gave up their time to help with the recent successful 

Stamp-It event at South Perth. If you would like to join 

our dedicated volunteers, please give me a call.  

Barbara Daniels. 

President, PSWA. 



 

PSWA 2025  

Office Bearers – 2025 

Patron:           Mr Mel Peachey 

President:                            Mrs Barbara Daniels  

Vice President:                    Mr George Morris 

Secretary:                            Mr Gavin Woodward 

Treasurer:                            Mr Nigel Rainford 

Committee Member:           Mr Roger Cumming 

Committee Member:           Mr Paul Holman 

Committee Member:           Mr Mark Leaman 

Immediate Past President:   Mr Mel Peachey 

Appointed positions: 

Exchange Secretary:            Mr George Morris 

Librarian:                             Mr Mark Leaman 

New Member Officer:         Mr Gavin Woodward 

Auction Catalogue:              Mr Paul Holman 

Auctioneer:                          Mr Terry Finlayson 

Webmaster:           Mrs Johanna Stafford 

Auditor:                                Mr Brian Austin 

Stamp Hinges Editor:          Mr David Mazitelli 

 

PSWA Events – Fourth Quarter 2025 
    Event               Date                    Venue 

Daytime Club                  2 October            Subiaco  

Library Day                      4 October            Philatelic House  

Philatelic Forum               6 October             Philatelic House 
Stamp Shed             17 October            Cannington 

General Meeting             21 October             Philatelic House 

Library Day                      1 November         Philatelic House 

Philatelic Forum               3 November         Philatelic House 
Daytime Club                 6 November        Subiaco 

Post Mark Circle            10 November          Philatelic House 

Mini Stamp Fair           16 November         Cannington 

A G M                            18 November          Philatelic House 

Stamp Shed                  21 November         Cannington 

Philatelic Forum             1 December        Philatelic House 

Daytime Club                 4 December        Subiaco 

Library Day                      6 December         Philatelic House 

Christmas Stamp Fair   14 December        South Perth 
General Meeting           16 December         Philatelic House 

Stamp Shed                   19 December        Cannington 

See page 12 for the major philatelic events in 

Western Australia for the balance of 2025 (as known 

at date of publication). 

 
 

 

 

2025 Syllabus 
 

1. PSWA General Meetings: held at 7.30 pm for 8.00 

pm start on the third Tuesday of each month, at 

Philatelic House, 40 Lord Street, Perth. 
 

Circuit books are available from 6.30 pm. A sale-by-

tender is held at each meeting. 
 

2. The Philatelic Forum: held at 7.30 pm on the 

first Monday of each month, except January, at 

Philatelic House, 40 Lord Street. 
 

The Forum promotes philatelic exhibiting. Each 

meeting includes a “Displaying Tips” segment.  
 

3. The Daytime Stamp Club: held at 1.00 pm on the 

first Thursday of each month, except January, at the 

Scout Hall, 399 Rokeby Rd, Subiaco.  
 

Display, quiz, talk and a sale-by-tender are part of the 

program of each meeting. 
 

4. Club Library Day: held from 10.00 am to 4.00 pm 

on the first Saturday of the month at Philatelic House, 

40 Lord Street, Perth. 
 

5. Postmark Circle: meets on the second Monday of 

each quarter at 7.30pm at Philatelic House, 40 Lord 

Street, Perth. 
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PSWA  

Annual General 

Meeting 

 

18 November 2025 

Philatelic House 

Wellington Fair 

40 Lord Street 

East Perth 

Doors open at 6:30 pm 

Nominations for all positions on the Committee 

are invited from interested members 

Nominations to be in the hands of the Secretary by 

21 October 2025 

 

 

 

 

  PSWA Postal Address: PO Box 886 Subiaco WA 6094 

  PSWA Website: www.pswa.asn.au 

  Stamp Hinges: stamphinges@yahoo.com.au 

  Stamp Hinges Online:   

 https://www.pswa.asn.au/index.php/stamp-hinges/ 

 

http://www.pswa.asn.au/
mailto:stamphinges@yahoo.com.au
https://www.pswa.asn.au/index.php/stamp-hinges/


     

Postmark Circle 
A cold August night saw a small group of stalwarts 

attend the meeting of the Postmark Circle at 

Philatelic House on 11 August. The topic for the 

evening was Circular Date Stamps. 

 

While the numbers were down the quality of the 

material and the discussion around it was very 

stimulating. Tim Pratten brought along his collection 

of UK material including a prized example of a 

Bishops Mark on piece. A wonderful and classic item.  

Mel Peachey brought long an extensive collection of 

WA postmarks which created much interest, not only 

because of the breadth of the material but also because 

of its historical depth. 

An interesting cover presented by Tim Pratten 

showing three CDSs (two on the front and one on the 

back) plus an obliterator and a postal marking, which 

described the history of its transmission from 

Sheffield to Paris via Calais over three days from 13 

December 1858. 

Sheffield postmark 13 December 1858 plus obliterator; 

Calais 14 December 1858 

The back stamp registered its arrival in Paris on 15 

December 1858. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paris 15 December 1858 backstamp 

Another CDS of interest was shown on a Taxe perscue 

World War II POW cover from Stalag 357 (near Bad 

Fallingbostel, Germany) to Perth, WA, dated 11.9.44 

by airmail via North America:  
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Philatelic Forum 

September’s Philatelic Forum was a very practical 

affair with members taking part in three hands-on 

“how to” demonstrations designed to pass on the 

finer points of preparing a winning exhibit. 

 

The first, and probably most important demonstration, 

related to the mounting of material on the exhibit page. 

Some of the members, who were also judges, 

commented that they’d noticed a common point in all 

high performing (Large Gold) exhibits at the 

international level; that is, the exhibition covers, 

blocks and stamps were invariably mounted on a mat 

board or on a double mat board in contrasting colours 

(tone on tone) that accentuated the material being 

exhibited. 

Glen Stafford and Steve Hoath demonstrated their 

techniques and tools they used for this process. The 

indispensable piece of equipment being a very fine, 

very sharp-bladed guillotine (trimmer) that enables 

accurate measurement and cutting down to 1.00 mm.  

A very fine and sharp-bladed trimmer is essential 

The exhibit material is then mounted on the first mat 

with photo corners and this is then mounted onto the 

second and marginally larger matt with removable 

doubled-sided adhesive (non-acid).  

 

 

 

 

The whole lot is then mounted onto the exhibit page – 

again with the removable adhesive. A time-consuming 

task. However, the results are remarkable. Be sure to 

use acid-free board for the mats.  

The second demonstration showed the techniques for 

turning important material into exhibit quality 

material by cleaning up staining and other blights. 

Watching the effect of the application of Lindner’s 

Erni A and Erni B was equivalent to a trip into an 

alchemist’s workshop. Dross into gold medal material.  

Alternatives were also discussed, including trimming 

and other less reliable cleaning methods, as was the 

need to refine the technique on material that has little 

value. 

The final demonstration encouraged the use of a 

branded watermark detection liquid in place of the 

more common lighter fluid – on the basis that some 

components of lighter fluid (such as Benzene) are 

considered to be carcinogenic. Unfortunately, the 

Prinz branded product is no longer produced but other 

brands are available. 

Exhibition Results 

Members of the PSWA have had success in the 

international arena over the last period.  

Thailand International Stamp Exhibition; 8 – 12 

August 2025 

John DiBiase. Afghanistan: Pre-UPU Membership 

1871-1928. 85 points.  Large Vermeil. 

Ray Todd. Haiti – The postal Stationery 1881-1906. 

91 points. Gold.  

Ian Culshaw. Australia War Savings Stamps, 

Booklets, Certificates and Slogans. 76 points.  

Europhilex Birmingham 2025; 7 – 11 May 2025 

Brian Morrey. The Falkland Islands Definitives 

Overprinted WAR STAMP in 1918-1920. 83 points. 

Vermeil. 

PHILAKOREA 2025; 17 – 21 September 2025 

Penny Wells. Of the five Australian entries in Class 

2B – Traditional Philately (Asia, Oceania and Africa), 

Penny Wells was the lone Western Australian. There 

were 24 entries in Class 2B. 

Penny was awarded 80 points and a Vermeil for her 

five-frame exhibit: “New Zealand, The Penny 

Universal 1901-1908”. Penny was awarded Gold at 

Swanpex 2025 for this exhibit. 

https://fepanews.com/wp-

content/uploads/2025/09/Philakorea_2025_palmares.pdf 
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SWANPEX 2025 Results 

Division 1: State Level Competitive Classes  

(2 – 5 frames) 

Name Title Points Medal 

Traditional Class 1.1 

HAYNES 

Bruce 

Japanese 

Occupation of 
Netherlands 

Indies 

73 V 

MAZITELLI 
David 

Best in Show 

Best 

Traditional  

Australian 
Commemorative 

1936 2d 

Tasmanian Cable 

88 
 

G 
 

MORGAN 

Gregory  

Encouragement 
Award 

Australia KGV 

4d Stamp 

81 G 

WELLS Penny New Zealand, 

The Penny 

Universal 1901-
1908 

86 G 

WELLS Penny South Africa, the 

Bilingual 

Pictorial Series 
1926-1951  

78 LV 

WILSON 

Alison 

Presidents of the 

United States of 
America 

59 SB 

Postal History Class 1.2 

HAYNES 

Bruce 

Cook Islands 

Philatelic 
Bureaux 1970-

1992 

74 V 

HAYNES 

Bruce 

Maldive Islands 

Postal Markings, 
First 100 Years 

76 LV 

KEALLEY 

Kevin 

Best West 
Australian  

Hutt River 

Province Postal 

Service 1973-
2020 

78 LV 

Aerophilately Class 1.5 

CUTCHEY 

Tony 

Irish Free State 

Airmail 1923-
1934 

85 G 

Revenues Class 1.7 

HAYNES 
Bruce 

Vietnam 
Revenues 

78 LV 

Polar Philately Class 1.15 

SAUNDERS 

Dianne 
Best Title Page 

Antarctic 

Expedition Ships 

86 G 

Frugal Philately Class 1.18 

STAFFORD 

Glen 

Ghana’s First 

Day Covers from 
Independence 

77 LV 

STOCK 

Margaret 

My Brother’s 

Stamp Collection 

66 LS 

                       

 

 

 

Division 2: Cygnet Class 

(State One Frame)  

Name  Title Points Medal 

CULSHAW 

Ian 

NSW Stamp Duty, 

The Numeral Issues, 

1929 

79 V 

DWYER 
Stan 

History of 
Australian Army 

68 S 

HAYNES 

Bruce 

Cocos (Keeling) 

Islands Postal Rates, 
1955-2025 

78 V 

HOATH 

Steve 

Best Cygnet 
Best Postcard 

Great White Fleet 

Visits Albany in 

1908 (PPC) 

90 G 

HOATH 

Steve 

Lipton Series of 

Postcards (PPC) 

83 G 

MAZITELLI 
David 

Letters to Loved 
Ones: Australians on 

the Western Front 

WWI 

77 V 

SAUNDERS 

Dianne 

Operation Deep 

Freeze (ODP 1) 

Expedition 1955-56 

82 G 

 

Swanpex 2025 Jury 

• John DiBiase, MAP, (Chairman of the Jury) 

• Keith Michaelson 

• Andrew Watson 

• Brian Morrey, 

• Johanna Stafford (Jury Secretary) 

Chairman of Swanpex Organising Committee 

• Mike Kouwen 
 

Penny Wells receives her Gold Medal from John 

DiBiase, MAP, Chairman of WAPC, for her exhibit 

“New Zealand, The Penny Universal 1901-1908” at 

SWANPEX 2025 
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SWANPEX 2025 Prize Donors and Awardees 

Best in Show: Western Australian Philatelic Council; 

Awardee: David Mazitelli. 

Best Title Page: Philatelic Society of Western 

Australia’s Philatelic Forum; Awardee: Dianne 

Saunders. 

Best Traditional: Philatelic Society of Western 

Australia; Awardee: David Mazitelli. 

Best West Australian: Western Australian Study 

Group; Awardee: Kevin Kealley. 

Best Postcard: Western Australian Card Collectors’ 

Society; Awardee: Steve Hoath. 

Best Cygnet: Rockingham & Kwinana District 

Philatelic Society; Awardee: Steve Hoath. 

Encouragement Award: Mandurah Philatelic 

Society. Awardee: Greg Morgan. 

 

Steve Hoath accepts his Best Postcard and Best Cygnet 

awards from John DiBiase, MEP, at SWANPEX 2025 

 

Forum Topics for the Balance of the Year 

• 6 October: Hobart National One Frame 

Entries; 

• 3 November: New & Revamped Exhibits; 

• 1 December: Six Sheet Shemozzle. 

Upcoming National Exhibitions 

• 31 Oct – 2 Nov 2025:  Hobart One-Frame;        

• 27 Nov – 28 Feb 2025/26: AUSVIPEX 2025 

Virtual 2 – 8 Frames;     

• 5 – 7 June 2026: Brisbane (Full National);          

• 2026: Ballarat/Regional National One-Frame;                

• March/April 2027 TBC: Canberra (Half 

National) Centenary of Parliament. 

 

    

 

 

2025 E M Hasluck 

Philatelic Medal 
The 2025 E M Hasluck Philatelic Medal was 

awarded to Mr Frank Moloney from the Armadale 

Kelmscott Philatelic Society for his exceptional 

contribution to philately, especially his dedicated 

service to the local Society. 

 

Frank Moloney is a life member of the Armadale 

Kelmscott Philatelic Society where he has been a 

member for some 35 years and President for the last 

20.  

Other positions Frank has held at the club include an 

extensive stint as the publisher of the Pioneer Post, the 

club’s eight-page newsletter that he edited every 

month for 20 years, for an accumulated total of 240 

editions. 

___________________________________________ 

Welcome to New 

Member: Mike Stark  

At the September General Meeting of the PSWA, 

members welcomed Mr Mike Stark as our newest 

member. 

Mike has an interest in both Philately and 

Numismatics and will join our dealer members at 

many of our future events.  
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Daytime Stamp Club 

If you walk up Rokeby Road on the first Thursday 

of the month from the Subiaco Station to the 

Daytime Stamp Club, it’s a reasonable 15 minute 

stroll.  

However, it can take a lot longer if you enjoy the 

postal history along the way. Give yourself an hour 

and a half to enjoy the stroll and maybe even have an 

early luncheon at one of the many coffee shops along 

the way before arriving at the Scout Hall at 399 

Rokeby Road at 1:00 pm. 

For those who collect penguins or astronauts there’s a 

wonderful waddle of the little blighters in Walmsley 

Lane on the left-hand side as you toddle up Rokeby 

from the station. 

Equal Rights for Penguins 

Opposite Warmsley Lane, on the right-hand side of 

Rokeby, you’ll find one of the few remaining bricks 

and mortar stamp shops in Western Australia. Faldor 

Stamps. It’s in the laneway, with its A-frame sign 

strategically placed in Rokeby Road so that you can’t 

miss it.  

If you go in, you’ll need to set aside a good 10 minutes 

or so to talk to Bill Falconer and check out his 

collection of philatelic accessories and inspect his 

range of philatelic material.   

Back into Rokeby Road and continue up the rise, then 

crossover to the left side and spend some time 

appreciating Postman’s Walk on the downhill side of 

the Subiaco Post office.  

This small court captures some of the postal history of 

Subiaco. Read the historical markers and see if you 

can find the brown circular PO Box 222.  See if you 

can find the CDS depicting the date of the first 

meeting of the Subiaco Council.  

 

 

 

 

Pop into the Post Office and inspect the latest 

philatelic issues that are always on display. Buy a 

stamp and put it on an envelope and send it to yourself.  

Ask one of the staff to cancel it with a nice clean 

Subiaco CDS as a memento of your adventure. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Leave the Post Office, cross Bagot Road at the lights 

and cross back over to the right-hand side of Rokeby. 

Pop into the Subiaco Museum, just along from the 

library, and take a minute or two to remind yourself of 

how it was. The museum is open from Wednesday to 

Friday: 12:00 noon to 4:00pm. 

Give yourself plenty of time to walk the last seven 

minutes up to the Daytime Stamp Club meeting, which 

starts at 1:00 pm. 

___________________________________________ 
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  PSWA Stamp Shed 
 

Held monthly 

9.30 am to 3.30 pm 

17 October 2025  

21 November 2025 

19 December 2025 

 

Cannington Exhibition Centre 

Corner of Albany Highway and Station Street 

Cannington, WA 

 

“There’s always somebody available to ask” 

 

 



 

Australian Virtual Philatelic 

Exhibition Initiative 
The Australian Philatelic Federation (APF) has 

established an Online initiative which will provide 

a virtual platform for competitive exhibiting. This 

innovation will utilize the Internet for the benefit 

of exhibitors, in Australia and world-wide. 

Established as the Australian Virtual Philatelic 

Exhibition (AUSVIPEX 2025) it shows how 

traditional hobbies can flourish in a technology-driven 

era.  

AUSVIPEX will unite stamp enthusiasts, collectors, 

and exhibitors from Australia and around the globe by 

leveraging the power of the Internet.  

The first event will take place from 27 November 2025 

until 28 February 2026.  

As a national virtual exhibition, it offers collectors the 

opportunity to exhibit their philatelic collections 

online, eliminating the need for physical attendance. 

This format not only broadens accessibility, but also 

allows for a diverse range of exhibits to be displayed 

to a global audience. 

Exhibits will be 2 - 8 frames in length. 

More detail at: https://ausvipex2025.com/ 

___________________________________________                                                               

Stamp-It Event  
The Stamp-It auction and dealer event held at the 

South Perth Community Centre on 17 August 2025 

proved to be another successful PSWA activity. 

Of the 559 lots that went under the hammer, 200 were 

sold for a clearance rate of 35.8% with 145 (73%) 

being sold at reserve.  

Of the rest, 32 lots (16%) were sold at a hammer price 

of more than 60% above their reserve. 

Given that there had been a number of stamp events in 

the lead up to Stamp-It (including the Rockingham 

Stamp Show) these results indicate that the market is 

still quite buoyant. 

Western Australian postmarks remained very popular. 

 

 

Stamp Shed 
The Stamp Shed initiative continues to attract 

PSWA members and visitors from other clubs and 

provides a very good opportunity to catch up with 

the philatelic goings-on around the Perth clubs. 

The September gathering was a case in point with over 

40 people attending throughout the day many of whom 

were from clubs other than the PSWA.  

 

The centre table provides a focal point for discussion 

Stamp Shed runs over six hours from 9:30 am to 3:30 

pm which provides a great deal of flexibility for those 

who have other commitments that clash with a 

narrower time span.  

Stamp Shed also provides an opportunity to discuss 

stamps, postcards, general collecting, philatelic 

exhibiting and other philatelic interests in a relaxed 

and friendly environment.  

___________________________________________ 
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PSWA Mini Stamp Fair 
 

Sunday 16 November 2025 
 

9.00 am to 3.00 pm  

 

Cannington Exhibition Centre 

 

Corner of Albany Highway and Station Street 

 

Cannington 

 

Plenty of Parking, Plenty of Dealers  

Plenty of Bargains 

Sign up a New PSWA Member   
Membership Application Forms 

are available at the PSWA website: 
 

https://www.pswa.asn.au/wp-content/uploads/PSWA-

Membership-Application-Form-2024.pdf 

 

https://ausvipex2025.com/
https://www.pswa.asn.au/wp-content/uploads/PSWA-Membership-Application-Form-2024.pdf
https://www.pswa.asn.au/wp-content/uploads/PSWA-Membership-Application-Form-2024.pdf


     

The 1981 Annual Collection: A 

Turning Point for Australian 

Stamp Collecting 

- Mickel Smits 

The most profound game-changer initiated by the 

Post Office came at the end of 1981 with the release 

of an Annual Collection of Australian Stamps. 

The philatelic community was caught completely off 

guard. Collectors had already purchased their stamps 

throughout the year, as had dealers, so as to ensure 

they could accommodate new collectors joining the 

hobby. The album was made available for sale for the 

following 12 months, as they are today. 

Many established collectors saw its introduction as 

counterproductive and at odds with the fundamental 

spirit of the hobby. Collecting had always been about: 

• Actively engaging in the process - anticipating 

new releases, purchasing them as they became 

available, and placing them into their albums. 

• Sharing their new acquisitions with fellow 

enthusiasts, family, and friends. 

• Experiencing the satisfaction of building a 

complete collection. 

• Discovering the history, culture, and diversity 

captured in stamps, along with Australia’s 

unique flora, fauna, and geography. 

• And in doing so, they were celebrating and 

preserving the nation's heritage through an art 

form of visual appeal. 

Nevertheless, the Annual Collection became a success 

for the Post Office - not just due to collectors’ "must-

have" mentality, but because its release coincided with 

a speculative boom in the market. 

It wasn’t just stamps that were booming - coins, 

antiques, art, and precious metals were also in high 

demand as inflation was soaring at the time, driving 

investors toward tangible assets as a hedge against the 

eroding value of their money. While inflation was 

gradually brought under control in the following 

years, speculation persisted for more than a decade 

before awareness and market corrections took hold. 

The real estate downturn of the early to mid-1980s, 

followed by the 1987 stock market crash, also fuelled 

this speculative era. 

In the meantime, the revenue the Post Office generated 

from philatelic sales boomed - not just in Australia, 

but globally. It was an international phenomenon 

In 1988, Australia’s Bicentennial year, the Annual 

Stamp Collection album sold out, leaving many 

collectors stranded. Over the next few years, its value  

 

 

 

skyrocketed to nearly $300. For collectors committed 

to maintaining completeness, paying the price was 

unavoidable whilst being caught-out, bolstered sales 

of the successive annual editions for the next few 

years. 

Coincidentally, 1988 saw a record number of stamp 

issues from the Post Office. Collectors voiced their 

concerns, but they fell on deaf ears - the volume of 

new releases continued to climb in the years that 

followed, eventually stabilising from 2010 onwards. 

With the release of the 1992 edition, the P.O. set a new 

precedent that drew the ire of collectors. From then on, 

whenever a set was released alongside a miniature 

sheet, the P.O. only included the miniature sheet in the 

annual albums. As a result, the albums were no longer 

complete. It became clear that the P.O. had chosen to 

exclude the sets to keep the album’s issue cost at an 

optimal level while also reducing handling costs in 

assembly. Collectors were not pleased - over time, 

album sales were impacted.  

In an attempt to reverse the situation, the 2000 edition 

included a composite sheetlet of the Sydney 2000 

Olympics Gold Medallists stamps instead of the set of 

16 individual stamps.  

This was a major disappointment for traditional 

collectors as they could not acquire the special-edition 

sheetlet on its own - they had to buy the annual album. 

The P.O. faced heavy criticism, yet from the 2004 

edition onward, an exclusive miniature sheet became 

a standard inclusion.  

While the post office initially expected this strategy to 

sustain sales, they continued releasing more sets with 

miniature sheets, leaving the albums increasingly 

incomplete - with 4 missing sets in 2004, 9 in 2009, 

and an average of 13 per year from 2014 to 2019. 

To make matters worse, the 2020 edition brought not 

just frustration but outright bewilderment and disdain. 

Loose stamps and miniature sheets were no longer 

included for collectors to place in their mounts, as had 

been the practice for all previous editions. Instead, the 

so-called "stamps" were printed directly onto the 

pages of the album. It was no longer an album of 

stamps - it was a "book," a coffee-table book at best.  

Our advice to collectors has since been to seriously 

reconsider whether to continue collecting them. 

Instead, we recommend establishing a standing order 

for each set and miniature sheet as they are released. 

Not only will this provide better resale value and 

prospects, it may also bring greater enjoyment by 

being actively involved in your hobby throughout the 

year. Plus, your yearly collection will be complete, 

just as they were in the earliest editions. 

This and other articles are available at SMITS Stamps & 
Coins website: https://www.smitsstampsandcoins.com.au/ 
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Recovering Measles 

Patients - Katanning 

Western Australia 
The Story Behind the Card - No. 15 of a Series 

- Mike Kouwen 

This card is somewhat topical given the recent 

outbreak of measles in the State. 

A Real Photo Postcard with an anonymous ‘Post Card’ 

divided back 

 

I was most pleased when I found this card given that, 

although it was anonymous and did not have any 

inscription or title, Daisy Bates was recognizable (in 

her typical English Edwardian dress) on the extreme 

left and hence the card was almost certain to find a 

home in my Aboriginal exhibit. 

Apparently, the photo was requested by Daisy Bates 

after she gave a lecture at the Katanning Institute. The 

card features Daisy Bates and a large group of 

Aboriginals outside the offices (store) of F & C Piesse, 

Katanning. 

A high-resolution version of this image is held by the 

University of Adelaide in its Daisy Bates Digital 

Archive. The inscription on the back of the photo 

reads ‘Natives all recovered from measles. 40 patients 

at once and no help from Katanning as measles was 

raging there. Dr and nurses all required, lost children 

and adults daily at Katanning. I did not lose one of my 

40 patients!!! and so am giving them a feast at the 

Katanning store – everything they asked for.’ 

The photo by W. E. Mullenger was first published on 

page 26 of The Western Mail, Saturday 25 July, 1908. 

(Walter Mullenger is listed as a farmer in Katanning in 

Wise’s Directories throughout 1907 to 1909). Page 34 

has the associated article as follows: 

 

 

 

 

 

ABORIGINES OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA. 

LECTURE BY MRS. BATES. 

The "Great-Southern Herald" writes: - There was a 

very fair attendance for the lecture delivered by Mrs. 

Bates in the Katanning Institute. Mr. F. H. Piesse 

presided, and made interesting references to the 

blacks, who were fairly numerous in the early days of 

these southern districts.  

Mrs. Bates, after introductory reference to the 

speculations of recognised authorities as to the origin 

of the native tribes in Western Australia, proceeded to 

give interesting items of her own investigations whilst 

travelling through the coastal districts of the State. 

Two adult natives occupied chairs in front, and quite a 

company of younger natives were seated near the back 

of the hall, and all seemed greatly interested in the 

proceedings.  

On the motion of Rev. Dr. Parish, seconded by Mr. W. 

Pemble, a vote of thanks was accorded to the lecturer 

and the chairman, and in responding Mr. Piesse 

invited all the natives to call upon him at 10 o'clock 

next morning. Needless to say, there was a great roll 

up of all ages, from the patriarchal "Kitty" to 

piccaninnies in arms (or on backs rather). Liberal gifts 

of flour, mutton, groceries, and tobacco were 

bestowed upon them, and, before dismissal, the group 

was photographed by Mr. Mullenger." 

Possibly Mr Piesse and Daisy Bates both contributed 

to the cost of the gifts. 

The most notable Aboriginal in the photo is the large 

woman (holding a hat, standing in front just to the 

right-hand side of the central veranda post), who is 

believed to be Kitty Notuman. Her father, Woogum, 

was the traditional owner of Katanning and surrounds.  

In turn, Notuman, born circa 1830, was the traditional 

and spiritual leader of the Katanning region for more 

than 70 years. She was involved in the establishment 

of the Katanning townsite with the Piesse family. “The 

traditional owners supported Frederick Piesse with his 

goal to build a railway to support the farming 

community between Katanning and Albany port.”  

Throughout this period and in her later years at 

Carrolup Settlement, the aim of Notuman appeared to 

be to maintain peace and harmony whilst working in a 

way that would benefit future generations of 

Aboriginal and white community. She passed away in 

1915 and was buried at Katanning Cemetery on 

December 7.  

___________________________________________ 
This article appeared in Topics Volume 43 Number 2 of 

May 2025. (Journal / Newsletter of the Western Australian 

Card Collectors Society) membership of which is $5 p.a. 

and includes 4 issues of Topics each year. 

Website: www.wacardcollectors.weebly.com 
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Return to sender; the 

Chatbot fights back 
- David Mazitelli 

On 1 April 2023 edition of Stamp Hinges I included 

an article “The Fallibility of the Chatbots” to see 

whether the emerging artificial intelligence 

programs might be a useful tool for Online 

philatelic research.  

It wasn’t. ChatGPT’s answer to the relatively simple 

question: “Which are the most valuable Australian 

Commonwealth stamps?” was very poor. It answered: 

“ChatGPT: The value of a stamp is determined by a 

variety of factors, including rarity, demand, and 

condition. The most valuable Australian 

Commonwealth stamps are generally those that were 

produced in small quantities, are in high demand 

among collectors, and are in good condition. 

Some of the most valuable Australian Commonwealth 

stamps include: 

1. 1913 Sydney Harbour Bridge stamps: these 

stamps were issued to commemorate the 

opening of the Sydney Harbour Bridge and are 

highly sought after by collectors. 

2. 1913 1st Australian Air Mail stamps: these 

stamps are also highly sought after by 

collectors and are valued for their rarity and 

historical significance.  

It's always best to consult a professional stamp dealer 

or appraiser for a more accurate valuation of specific 

stamps.” 

As analysed at the time, the errors were plenty. Chat 

GPT had its own truth it would seem. I had a bit of fun 

in the subsequent exchange with ChatGPT. The article 

is on page 7 of the April 2023 edition of Stamp Hinges. 

The revisit 

So, two-and-a-bit years later, I revisited ChatGPT to 

see if it had learnt anything in its transition from 

kindergarten to primary school proper. 

Same question. Different answer. 

“Which are the most valuable Australian 

Commonwealth stamps?”  

ChatGPT:  

Here are some of the most valuable and famous 

Australian Commonwealth (and pre‑Commonwealth)  

 

 

 

stamps, and what makes them so prized. If you like, I 

can pull up a list sorted by recent auction prices. (Yes) 

Chat GPT: What “Commonwealth” means: 

The Commonwealth of Australia was formed in 1901, 

and Australia began issuing uniform Commonwealth 

stamps in 1913 (the “Kangaroo and Map” series).  

However, many of the most valuable stamps predate 

1913, from the Australian colonies/states (e.g. Western 

Australia, Victoria, New South Wales, etc.). These are 

often considered alongside Commonwealth stamps in 

“Australian philately/rarities”. Many big prices come 

from those pre‑Federation issues. 

Here are several stamps that are well known for being 

extremely rare or having fetched high prices, along 

with what is special about each: 

Inverted Swan (Western Australia, 1855, 4d blue 

with frame inverted). An “invert error”; the frame is 

inverted relative to the image; only a few survive. 

Very early mistake. One of the Inverted Swans sold 

for about CHF 260,000 (~USD/AUD equivalents) in 

2018. Also, earlier for ~$170,000.  

King Edward VIII “2‑penny scarlet”, unissued 

(1936); Printed but never officially issued (abdication 

intervened). Very few exist, especially corner blocks. 

A block of six sold for ~£200,000 (~A$280,000) in 

2014. A single stamp from it sold later for about 

$133,226.  

10-shilling Kangaroo & Map essay stamp, 1911. 

An essay (proposal) for a design; not regular issue. 

Sold for ~US$142,500 in the Morgan Collection 

auction (2012) in London.  

1902 6d green Queen Victoria pair. Unique pair 

(“6‑value shown lower corners only”, not all four 

corners). Very few singles exist. In 2006, the only 

known pair sold for ~US$44,270.  

£15 Queen Victoria Postage & Revenue, South 

Australia, 1886. High value for fiscal stamps; few 

exist. A superb example sold for ~$32,767.  

$2 Black & Red “Kangaroo & Map” (1913) with 

monogram / sheet selvedge — part of Arthur Gray 

“Roos” collection. In 2007, from Gray’s collection, a 

£2 Black & Red Roo with JBC monogram sold 

(including premium) for US $138,000. 

Conclusion: A significant improvement. However, it 

confused AU$ with US$ in its linked references. See: 

https://findyourstampsvalue.com/rarest-stamps/most-

valuable-australian-stamps 
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Balance of Philatelic 

Events for 2025 
(as known at time of publication) 

 

ACE Stamp Auctions  

Cannington Exhibition Centre 

Corner of Albany Highway and Station Street 

Cannington, WA 

Saturday 4 October 2025. Part I: 10am  

Australian & World Coins & banknotes plus 

medallions 

Saturday 4 October 2025. Part II: 2pm  

Box lots, World & Australian Collections, Thematics 

& Airmails 

Sunday 5 October 2025. Part III: 10am  

Western Australia Collections, single stamps, 

Revenues, Postcards & Postmarks 

Sunday 5 October 2025. Part IV: 1pm  

Kangaroos, KGV, Pre-decimals & decimals: PNCs, 

Territories plus Great Britain & World single lots 
https://acestampauctions.com/ 

PSWA Stamp Shed              

Friday17 October 2025                  

9.30 am to 3.30 pm  

Cannington Exhibition Centre 

Corner of Albany Highway and Station Street 

Cannington, WA 

PNS Coin, Banknote and Stamp Fair 

Saturday 25 October 2025 

9.00 am to 1.00 pm 

South Perth Community Centre, South Terrace 

South Perth, WA 

Mandurah Stamp, Coin and Banknote Fair 

Sunday 9 November 2025 

9.00 am to 3.00 pm; Bortolo Pavilion 

Corner of Murdoch Drive and Bortolo Drive 

Mandurah, WA 

https://www.peelnumis.org/ 

PSWA Mini Stamp Fair 

Sunday 16 November 2025 

Cannington Exhibition Centre 

Corner of Albany Highway and Station Street 

PSWA Stamp Shed              

Friday 21November 2025                  

9.30 am to 3.30 pm  

Cannington Exhibition Centre 

Corner of Albany Highway and Station Street 

Cannington, WA 

 

 

 

 
 

PSWA Christmas Stamp Fair 

Sunday 14 December 2025 

10.00 am to 4.30 pm; South Perth Community Centre 

Corner of South Terrace and Sandgate Street 

PSWA Stamp Shed              

Friday19 December 2025                  

9.30 am to 3.30 pm  

Cannington Exhibition Centre 

Corner of Albany Highway and Station Street 

Cannington, WA 

PNS Coin, Banknote and Stamp Fair 

Saturday 27 December 2025 

9.00 am to 1.00 pm 

South Perth Community Centre, South Terrace 

___________________________________________ 

 

                           

         12. 

 

                  Penny’s Corner 

         An apparently dead dog was 

         taken into a New Zealand  

         vet clinic and placed on the 

         table. “Me dog, I think, is very 

         sick, I want you to look at it and 

         tell me what’s wrong”, said the 

         concerned client. 

“Well,” said the vet (after a thorough examination) 

“I’m sorry to say, but your dog is dead”. 

“Dead? I don’t believe you,” retorted the client. 

“Can’t you do any tests?” 

“Yes,” said the vet, who left the surgery and returned 

with a cat, which he placed on the table. The cat took 

a look at the dog, jumped off the table and left. 

“Yes, the dog is definitely dead,” said the vet. 

The client was still dissatisfied and asked for a 

different test.  

“OK” said the vet leaving the room and returning 

with a Labrador (an ex-seeing eye Labrador). The 

Labrador sniffed the dog on the table and then left 

the surgery.  

“Dead,” said the vet. “Expired”. 

The client conceded that his dog was dead and asked 

for the bill. 

“$650,” said the vet. 

“$650!” exclaimed the client, “how the devil do you 

justify that?” 

“Well,” said the vet. “it’s $50 for the consultation, 

$450 for the cat-scan and $150 for the Lab test. 

https://acestampauctions.com/
https://www.peelnumis.org/

