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2024 Annual General Meeting 

      –  Stepping into 2025 
 

The PSWA’s Annual General Meeting was held on 

Tuesday 19 November 2024 at Philatelic House, East 

Perth, with 27 members in attendance. 

The meeting marked the completion of the three year 

term of President Mel Peachey and the election of 

Barbara Daniels as President to the vacant position for the 

next three year period.  

A new committee was also elected with many of the 

previous committee agreeing to continue to serve a 

further term during 2025. 

Mel Peachey, the outgoing President thanked the 

committee for the support it had given him and the 

commitment it had made to the further development of 

the PSWA during his term. He wished the incoming 

President and committee all the best in its future 

endeavours. A full report of the AGM is at page 8.  
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President’s Message 

 

Dear PSWA Members, 

It is an honour to serve as the President of the PSWA 

for the next three years.  

I thank the outgoing President, Mel Peachey, on the 

behalf of all for his fine innings. Mel guided our club 

through a very difficult period. Covid took its toll on 

us all. However, Mel found a way. The club came out 

the other side financially strong and active. 

During Mel’s term the PSWA supported the WAPC in 

its hosting of the very successful Perth 2023 National 

Stamp Show; established the successful Stamp Shed 

initiative, held all our usual meetings and events, grew 

the membership, took the early steps in re-establishing 

the Postmark Circle, agreed to open our extensive 

Library to the membership of other clubs along with 

the meetings of the Philatelic Forum. It was heartening 

to hear the comment at Swanpex 2024 that a very 

major reason for the quality of the exhibits was the 

work of the Forum. 

I look forward to working with our committee and all 

our members in traversing the next three years; in 

adapting to the changes that will need to be made as 

the world changes around us, and growing the 

organisation. 

Barbara Daniels 
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PSWA 2025  

Office Bearers – 2025 

Patron:           Mr Mel Peachey 

President:                            Mrs Barbara Daniels  

Vice President:                    Mr George Morris 

Secretary:                            Mr Gavin Woodward 

Treasurer:                            Mr Nigel Rainford 

Committee Member:           Mr Roger Cumming 

Committee Member:           Mr Paul Holman 

Committee Member:           Mr Mark Leaman 

Immediate Past President:   Mr Mel Peachey 

Appointed positions: 

Exchange Secretary:            Mr George Morris 

Librarian:                             Mr Mark Leaman 

New Member Officer:         Mr Gavin Woodward 

Stamp Hinges Editor:          Mr David Mazitelli 

Auction Catalogue:              Mr Paul Holman 

Auctioneer:                          Mr Terry Finlayson 

Webmaster:           Mrs Johanna Stafford 

Auditor:                                Mr Brian Austin 

PSWA Events – First Quarter 2025 

    Event               Date                    Venue 

Library Day                   4 January       Philatelic House 

Stamp Shed                 17 January        Cannington 

Dollar Day                  19 January        Cannington 

General Meeting         21 January        Philatelic House 

Library Day                  1 February      Philatelic House 

Philatelic Forum           3 February      Philatelic House 

Daytime Club               6 February      Subiaco  

PSWA Stamp It          16 February      South Perth 

Stamp Shed             17 January        Cannington 

General Meeting         18 February      Philatelic House 

Stamp Shed             21 February      Cannington 

Library Day                  1 March          Philatelic House 

Philatelic Forum           3 March          Philatelic House 

Daytime Club               6 Mar ch          Subiaco 

General Meeting         18 March          Philatelic House 

Stamp Shed                 21 March          Cannington 

 

See page 12 for the major philatelic events in Western 

Australia in 2025 (as known at date of publication). 

 

 

 

2025 Syllabus 
 

1. PSWA General Meetings: held at 7.30 pm for 8.00 

pm start on the third Tuesday of each month, at Philatelic 

House, 40 Lord Street, Perth. 
 

Circuit books are available from 6.30 pm. A sale-by-

tender is held at each meeting. 
 

2. The Philatelic Forum: held at 7.30 pm on the first 

Monday of each month, except January, at Philatelic 

House, 40 Lord Street. 
 

The Forum promotes philatelic exhibiting. Each 

meeting includes a “Displaying Tips” segment.  
 

3. The Daytime Stamp Club: held at 1.00 pm on the first 

Thursday of each month, except January, at the Scout 

Hall, 399 Rokeby Rd, Subiaco.  
 

Display, quiz, talk and a sale-by-tender are part of the 

program of each meeting. 
 

4. Club Library Day: held from 10.00 am to 4.00 pm on 

the first Saturday of the month at Philatelic House, 40 

Lord Street, Perth. 
 

More details at the PSWA website: 
 

https://www.pswa.asn.au/ 
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Editor’s Note 

Welcome to Stamp Hinges, Volume 61, No 1 for 

1 January 2025. I hope you enjoy it. 

The success of Stamp Hinges is due, in no small 

part, to the commitment of members to write 300 -

500 words or so on a philatelic topic of special 

interest to them, and accompany it with an image or 

two. It’s easier than you might think.  

The feedback is that members enjoy reading other 

members’ contributions. I encourage you to give it 

a go. 

Should you decide to make a contribution, please 

give me a call, or contact me at: 

https://mail.yahoo.com/d/folders/1 

David Mazitelli 

Editor 

 

 

 

https://www.pswa.asn.au/
https://mail.yahoo.com/d/folders/1


 

The Daytime Stamp Club  
The Daytime Stamp Club continues to successfully 

provide the opportunity for members to meet together 

in a congenial setting during daylight hours and 

discuss matters philatelic, share information on their 

collecting interests, and display their material to an 

appreciative audience.  

The October meeting was well attended with a good 

range of material available in the sale-by-tender, 

including some interesting items from the late Mike 

Adams collections, brought in by John McPhee. 

 

Jeannine Millsteed and Penny Wells enjoy a chat at 

October’s daytime Stamp Club meeting 

The display was provided by David Mazitelli who 

presented a selection of pages from his 1936 Tasmanian 

Submarine Cable exhibit.  

There was a discussion amongst some present on the 

likely source of the Jusqu’a Mark on a 1936 cover posted 

in Sydney and destined for Trossingen, Germany. Was it 

marked at Leipzig, Brindisi or Milano? 

 

https://www.jusqua.org/bar--cross-cancellations.html 

 

 

The November meeting was able to view some of the late 

Mike Adams’ material which was presented by John 

McPhee. The display comprised three different themes; 

the 1971 postal strike in the UK and the emergency work-

arounds that enabled mail to be delivered; ink runs on 

Australian Frama vending machine labels; and, free-form 

(irregular shaped) stamps. 

 

 “Ink run” examples from the late Mike Adams’ collection 

The December meeting was very festive with attendees 

bringing a plate for afternoon tea to mark the end of the 

year. The display was formed around the letter “C”. 
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The Philatelic Forum 
October’s Philatelic Forum saw a dozen exhibitors 

and potential exhibitors attending the meeting and 

broadening their knowledge on the printing 

technology used on early 20th Century postcards. 

 

Mike Kouwen and Glen Stafford tag-teamed in 

explaining the key printing processes of lithography and 

collotype print in the production of postcards. They also 

covered the emergence of the photochrom process and 

the production of “Real Photo” postcards. 

Susan Lalle recommended 

that people wishing to get a 

better understanding of 

postcards obtain a copy of 

David Cook’s book 

“Picture Postcards in 

Australia 1898-1920”. 

There is a copy in the 

PSWA Library that can be 

accessed on Library Day 

(1st Saturday of each month; 

10.00 am to 4.00 pm). 

Other matters covered included: John DiBiase’ award of 

the APF’s ‘MAP’ at the Canberra National Stamp Show 

in September; recognition of Ian Culshaw and Dianne 

Saunders successfully passing their Judges Training 

Course; Dianne Saunders reported on the “Women in 

Philately” meeting held in Canberra at the National 

Stamp Show in September; and, a reminder that the 

WAPC will be holding a gathering to celebrate its 40th 

Anniversary on 22 November 2024. 
 

The November meeting point of focus was on Revamped 

and New Exhibits. Five exhibits were presented for 

display and comment.  
 

Ian Culshaw presented his now expanded exhibit 

“Australian War Savings Stamps, Booklets, Certificates  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

and Slogans”, the material for which he has been 

accumulating for many years. The question was: under 

which class should the exhibit be entered?  

 

Ian Culshaw’s expanded “War Savings” exhibit 
 

Other presentations comprised: Dianne Saunders’ 

“Southern Polar Ships; 1768 – 2021”; Brian Morrey’s 

revamped “The Falkland Islands Definitive Overprinted 

‘War Stamp’ in 1918 – 1920”; and Steve Hoath’s new 

“Lipton Series Postcards” exhibit and his “Japanese 

Invasion Bank Notes” exhibit. 
 

Mike Kouwen reported on the 

2024 Toowoomba National 

One Frame Exhibition held 

recently and highlighted some of 

the innovative aspects 

incorporated into the event – not 

the least being an auction where 

successful purchasers paid cash-

only immediately on the fall of 

the hammer to a roving collector.  
 

The Forum congratulated Dianne Saunders on her 

Vermeil for her “U.S. Antarctic Expedition (Operation 

Deep Freeze 1) 1955-56” exhibit; and Mike Kouwen on 

his Gold for his “High Street, Fremantle” postcard 

exhibit. 

 

          4. 

 



 

 

Glen Stafford reported that the APF is considering a new 

“Special Studies” class for Australian exhibitors which 

would help cover exhibits which sit uncomfortably across 

existing classes.  

Glen also reported on the APF’s proposal to develop a 

series of Zoom Workshops on a variety of topics related 

not specifically to exhibiting but more generally across 

the full range of philatelic interests. Members were 

invited to submit topics to Glen. 

The December meeting saw the regular ‘Six Sheet 

Shemozzle’ where members road-tested ideas for 

possible future exhibits. 

2025 Exhibitions 

Royalpex 2025  

7 – 9 March 2025, Palmerston North, New Zealand          

Royalpex 2025 - NZ Philatelic Federation 
 

Sydney (Full National) 2025      

20 – 23 March 

John DiBiase, WA Commissioner 

Sydney Stamp & Coin Expo 2025 
 

EuroPhilEx (FEPA) 2025         

7 – 11 May 2025, Birmingham, England  

Home - EuroPhilEx Birmingham 2025 
 

Hobart One-Frame 2025        

31 Oct – 2 November 2025 

Hobart Stamp Show 2025 

 

 

WAPC 40th Anniversary 

Celebration 

The Western Australia Philatelic Council Inc. 

(WAPC) celebrated its 40th anniversary this year. To 

commemorate this milestone, it hosted a special event 

at the APS Training Centre, adjacent to Philatelic 

House, East Perth, on 22 November 2024. 

The evening included the presentation of the 2024 

Hasluck Award to the late Trevor Spencer, by Richard 

Vickers and John DiBiase. 

Trevor was nominated for the 

Award by the Darling Range 

Stamp Club.  

A large group of Hasluck 

awardees attended the event 

to recognise the contribution 

Trevor made to philately in 

WA. The award was accepted 

on Trevor’s behalf by family members Daniel and 

Chelsea. 

 

WAPC President, John DiBiase and Hasluck Awardee, 

Richard Vickers, present Trevor Spencer’s award to family 

members Daniel and Chelsea. 
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PSWA 2025 Membership Fees  
Now Due 

 

$25 for adults 

$35 for families (Two or more adults in the same household) 

$2 for juveniles 

 

Payments may be made by: 

  

1. Cheque: made payable to PSWA (Inc) and posted 

to: Hon Treasurer PSWA (Inc), PO Box 886, Subiaco 

6904  

2. Direct Deposit: Bank: Commbank  

Account name: The Philatelic Society of WA (Inc)  

BSB: 066-160  

Account No: 11169587  

3. Cash (or Cheque or Card): handed to the Treasurer at 

any PSWA meeting before 31 March 2025. 

 

Sign up a New PSWA Member for 

2025 

Membership Application Forms 

are available at the PSWA website: 

https://www.pswa.asn.au/wp-

content/uploads/PSWA-Membership-Application-

Form-2024.pdf 

 

https://nzpf.org.nz/royalpex-2025/
https://www.sydney2025.com.au/index.html
https://europhilex2025.co.uk/
https://hobartstampshow2025.com.au/
https://www.pswa.asn.au/wp-content/uploads/PSWA-Membership-Application-Form-2024.pdf
https://www.pswa.asn.au/wp-content/uploads/PSWA-Membership-Application-Form-2024.pdf
https://www.pswa.asn.au/wp-content/uploads/PSWA-Membership-Application-Form-2024.pdf


 

Library Day Notes 
October’s Library Day saw some 25 members and 

guests attend throughout the day and discuss their 

collecting interests, swap, buy and give away items of 

interest, have a coffee and a general chat. 

 

Library Day provides another opportunity for members to 

enjoy the company of each other while accessing the 

extensive library to research aspects of their collections 

Donations of library reference material are often made by 

members who have duplicate copies of books, 

monographs and journals. Alison Wilson donated a box 

of Australia Post Yearbooks to add to the collection at the 

October Library Day. Mark Leaman, the PSWA’s 

Librarian, thanked Alison on the behalf of the 

membership. 
 

Members are able to borrow the library reference books, 

journals and monographs for short periods to enable 

research to be undertaken at home. All material has to be 

signed out and returned promptly for the use of other 

members. The Librarian, Mark Leaman encourages those 

who have had reference material out for an extended 

period to return it to avoid the need to chase individuals 

up.  

The November gathering was especially well attended 

with more that 30 members making use of the 

opportunity provided. A great deal of material was 

brought in by members to swap, sell and view. The 

“Borrowings Register’ ran hot with members returning 

and borrowing reference material.  

A program of rationalising the collection has been 

underway since Swanpex in 2023 when a table of 

duplicate and excess library material was presented for 

purchase by PSWA members and others. This program 

continues this year to help make shelf-space available for 

the reference material recently donated and purchased. 

 

 

A particular highlight of the 

November meeting was the 

President, Mel Peachey, 

bringing in two Perfin 

devices gifted to the PSWA 

from the late Dereck 

Pocock collection; one a 

single head VOCo device 

and the other a four die DJF 

device. An article on these 

two perfins is to be found 

on page 11.  

Perfin devices gifted to PSWA; the large one being a four 

die DJF device, while the smaller is the single die VOCo. 

Mr Mickel Smits, of Smits Stamps and Coins, has 

generously donated a copy of the newly released 18th 

Edition of Renniks catalogue “Stamps of Australia” to the 

PSWA library. 
 

This edition has been thoroughly revised and updated 

with new sections including Post Office Stamp Packs, a 

mint self-adhesive collection guide, KGVI and QEII 

definitives dates of issue and a listing of the APO’s 

Annual Collection of Australian Stamps. 

____________________________________________ 

The Last Library Night 

The last Library Night was held on Monday 11 

November at Philatelic House. The Library Night 

initiative has now been cancelled. 

Three stalwarts attended the last meeting and thanked the 

Society’s Librarian, Mark Leaman, for persisting with the 

initiative in light of the general disinterest.  

Members needing access to the reference material 

contained in the Library will still be able to achieve that 

through the regular Saturday Library Day. 
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October General Meeting 

The October meeting 

formally congratulated 

Mr John DiBiase on his 

admission to Membership 

of the Australian 

Philatelic Order (MAP), 

at the Canberra National 

Stampshow in September.  

The President, Mel 

Peachey, presented his 

collection of Local Postage 

Stamps which generated considerable interest from 

members in attendance.  

          

The Danube and Black Sea Railway (DBSR ) operated the 

Kustendje and Czerawoda local post in the late 1860s 

Penny Wells’ sister, Vicki Salkeld, who was visiting from 

New Zealand, attended the meeting as Penny’s guest and 

enjoyed the hum of activity – especially when Penny won 

the prize draw.  

 

Vicki and Penny enjoying themselves in front of the 

President’s display of local postage 

 

 

Dollar Day Bargains 

 

The widely advertised Dollar Day Stamp Shed 

initiative saw a large number of stamp collectors 

attend a very successful inaugural event held at the 

Cannington Showground on Monday 18 November 

2024. 

Six dealers attended the event and brought along an 

interesting array of material including stamp sets, first 

day covers, maxi-cards, postcards, postmarks, literature 

and ephemera, all to be snapped up at not more than $1 

per item.  

Dealers attending were: Mike Kouwen; Mark Leaman; 

Sue Morgan; John McPhee; Mel Peachey; and, the 

Western Australian Card Collectors’ Club,  

Broadly advertised throughout the WA stamp club 

network more than 80 people attended throughout the 

day. The early birds got some really good bargains. Over 

3,000 philatelic items changed hands on the day. 

The next $ Dollar Day $ will be held on 19 January 2025  

at Cannington. 

_____________________________________________ 

Stamp Shed Success  
The innovative Stamp Shed initiative established by 

PSWA during 2024 has successfully shown over the 

year that there was a need for such an event. 

The initiative will continue in 2025 at the Cannington 

Showgrounds. See page 2 for times and dates.  

The Stamp Shed provides an opportunity for those 

attending to ask questions about their collecting interests, 

seek material from the dealers and members who attend, 

and to sell or swap material that is surplus to needs. 

George Morris is always there with his Circuit Books. 
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Annual General Meeting 

President’s Report 

2024 has been a testing year for our club having lost 

several members and friends. 

However, the club is still active with new events starting 

e.g., Stamp Shed Days, which have attracted many 

collectors. It is hoped that the future proposal of the 

Dollar Day and restarting Postmark Circle events will 

prove to be equally successful in the coming months. 

My sincere thanks to all Committee members for their 

assistance and hard work during my term of office, for 

without them there would be no Club. I would like to 

thank Dave mazitelli for an excellent Stamp Hinges and 

Paul Holman for the auction catalogues. 

I congratulate Barbara for stepping up to be the new 

President. I know Barbara will be an excellent president 

and will have my full support. 

Finally, I thank all members for their continued support 

of PSWA and I wish you all a very Merry Christmas 

followed by a Happy and healthy New Year with lots of 

good stamp events. 
 

Mel Peachey 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

 

The “Statement of Profit and Loss” and “Statement of 

Financial Position” were presented to, and tabled at the 

AGM. The Statements have been reviewed by the 

Society’s Auditor, Mr Brian Austin who confirmed them 

as “giving a true and fair view of the financial position at 

30 June 2024. 

The Hon. Treasurer, Mr Nigel Rainford, stated that 

revenue increased by $26,000 compared with the 

previous year. However, this result relates to the National 

Exhibition held last November. That same total in 

transactions was processed through the Society’s credit 

card facility, on behalf of the WAPC, in connection with 

Perth 2023.These transactions appear on both sides of the 

ledger and are therefore cost neutral. The Society also 

donated sponsorship of $5,000 to the Council, to help 

defray their exhibition expenses. This contributed to a 

halving of the Society’s operational surplus, relative to 

our 2022-23 operational outcome. 

A reduction of $107K in the end of year position was 

mainly due to a revaluation of the property. Every three 

years the Society seeks a revaluation from the Strata  

 

 

 

Management Company, for financial reporting purposes. 

Due to weakness in the commercial market over the past 

three years, the property has been devalued from $315K 

to $200K. A loss; but only on paper! 

The Membership fee schedule for 2025 is recommended 

to this AGM by Committee resolution and remains 

unchanged since 2013. I seek your support in passing a 

motion to set fees for 2025 at $25 for adults, $35 for 

families and $2 for juniors. If accepted, membership fees 

for next year will fall due on 1st of January 2025 and will 

need to be paid by 31st of March, for Members to remain 

financial. However, I’m happy to accept payments from 

tonight, if the motion passes. 

I’d like to thank the small, but loyal band of volunteers 

who help with the running of the auctions. 

I’d like to thank the rest of the Committee for their 

outstanding support throughout a financially successful 

year, particularly our outgoing President, Mr Mel 

Peachey, for his tireless leadership. 

Nigel Rainford 

Librarian’s Report 

Library Day continued to be popular with members 

throughout 2024 with an increasing turn-up to access the 

growing collection. 

A number of significant additions were added to the 

library during the year – including donations of reference 

material from the late Dereck Pocock and Brian Pope. 

The Library Night was cancelled due to disinterest in 

evening gatherings. The last night was held in November. 

Mark Leaman 

 

Membership Report 

 

Membership for 2024 was 98 financial members, down 

from 105 in the previous period. The Society lost 14 

members during the year and signed up seven for a net 

loss of seven members. 

Gavin Woodward 

 

Circuit Books 

 

There were 118 books in circulation during the year with 

a price total of material contained in them equalling 

$187,542. Of these, 29 new ones were added in 2024 (17 

PSWA and 12 from the Mandurah club) with a price total 

of material of $47,229. 

George Morris 
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November General Meeting 

Following the conclusion of the November AGM and 

with the new President, Barbara Daniels, in the Chair 

the November General Meeting was held. 

The sale-by-tender included a great deal of material from 

the eclectic collection of the late Mike Adams, amongst 

a broad range of other, quality, items. Bidding was 

spirited, stimulated by the number of members who 

attended the AGM and the quality of the material. 

Top price of $64 was paid for the 52 page collection of 

USA National Parks which comprised labels, postcards, 

and covers relating to most of the iconic National Parks 

in the USA. 

 

John McPhee, Mark Leaman and Brian Austin exchange 

views on the sale-by-tender material available at the 

November PSWA General Meeting 

There were two collections displayed at the meeting - a 

two-frame exhibit of World War I material from the late 

Mike Adams’ collection; and an extensive exhibit, in 

excess of 70 items of crash mail, presented by Dr Bruce 

Haynes. Of particular interest was a card from the 

World’s first crash mail: 

 

 

 

On 11 December 1911 the pilot Charles Hubert flying a 

Farman biplane, carrying mail from London to Windsor 

crashed the plane on take-off and broke his legs. Another 

plane was found to carry the mail retrieved from the 

crash.  

Four items from that first batch of crash mail have been 

identified as having been addressed to Western Australia 

and were subsequently carried to Fremantle by RMS 

Marmora. 

 

Dr Bruce Haynes takes members through his crash mail 

exhibit at the November meeting 

 

The flying boat ‘Scipio’ crashed on landing at Crete on 22 

August 1936, killing two passengers. The ‘Damaged by Sea 

Water’ cachet was applied in London on the recovered mail. 

 

A variety of crash mail labels explained the damaged mail 
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Checking the Weather  

– to and fro in 1929 
- Brian Austin 

A recent acquisition shows an interesting example of 

the post from an earlier time.  It is an item of official 

mail that was sent from the Central Weather Bureau, 

Melbourne to the Postmaster (“The P.M. – not to be 

confused with the Prime Minister), The Rock, New 

South Wales and returned back to the Bureau. 

 

Official mail from the Central Weather Bureau – as 

received at The Rock 

It was posted from Melbourne on 17 April 1929 at the one 

penny printed matter rate using a King George V 1d 

green, small multi watermark, perf 13.5 x 12.5, perfed 

OS, to The Rock.  This is a small town in NSW on the 

main railway line just south east of Wagga Wagga.   

When I bid on it on eBay, I thought it was a cover but in 

fact it turned out to be a printed letter sheet for queries on 

the rainfall report.  The sheet is folded in half and then 

into thirds, i.e. the illustration above represents one sixth 

of the size of the sheet.  On one side is the printed query 

section (not shown) and on the other was an address panel 

to send the return and, adjacent to it, a panel for the return 

to the Bureau. 

 

The Central Weather Bureau’s 1929 printed letter sheet - 

folded out 

 

 

 

The addresses side of the sheet, showing the layout (it is 

larger than the scanner and part is cut off). 

On the printed query side of the sheet the Bureau had 

written querying a discrepancy between the telegraphed 

rainfall figure (146 points) and the monthly written report 

figure (140 points) submitted.   

The Postmaster had annotated the correct response which 

was 140 points and then refolded the sheet and posted it 

back as per below on the following day. 

  

Refolded Central Weather Bureau’s printed letter sheet 

It is interesting to note the T1d tax marking in spite of the 

boxed “No stamp required”.  While there is no indication 

that the penny was collected it was probably part of a bulk 

mail charging service for the Meteorological Bureau.  In 

such as case individual items would not be further 

marked but a periodic bill for all such returned mail 

would be provided, as in the case of Reply-Paid mail 

arrangements. 

...to have the to and fro on the                    

one piece of mail is 

uncommon… 

Reply mail is sometimes seen in the form of reply 

postcards and mail that is responding to an official 

request is not unusual, but to have the to and fro on the 

one piece of mail is uncommon.  

What is even more of interest is that the mail went from 

Melbourne and arrived at The Rock the next day where it 

was able to posted back.   

In those days of steam trains running between Melbourne 

and Sydney, it would have been taken by train as The 

Rock is on the main line between the two capitals.   

It is nice to think that at one time the Australian Post 

Office was able to deliver mail to small country town the 

following day as opposed to the current service which can 

take a fortnight to go from suburb to the next. 
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Perfin Devices 

Donated to PSWA 
The PSWA has recently been gifted two perfin devices 

ex the late Dereck Pocock. One device is a single 

headed, single die, VOCo (Vacuum Oil Company) 

perfin device; the other, a single headed, 4-die in a 2 x 

2 format, DJF (D and J Fowler) perfin device. 

There was a time when Australian postage stamps could 

be redeemed for cash at any post office for an amount 

equivalent to the face value of the stamps. To obviate the 

temptation presented to employees of businesses that 

used a large number of stamps on postage (mail order 

firms that mailed out catalogues for example) 

governments agreed to companies perfinning their 

stamps so that post office officials would be aware that 

perfinned stamps submitted for redemption had been 

illegally acquired.  

https://www.perfins.com.au/articles/wa/wa.html 

Vacuum Oil Company Perfin and Device 

https://www.perfins.com.au/OZ-Revenue-Perfins/WA-

Revenue-V-Perfins.html 

Vacuum Oil was incorporated in Melbourne 1904. In 

1908 it merged with the Colonial Oil Company and 

progressively expanded throughout Australia with 

offices, processing and distribution facilities in Sydney, 

Townsville, Perth, Fremantle, Port Adelaide, Newcastle, 

Hobart and other locations. 

In 1930 the US parent company merged with Standard 

Oil to become Socony Vacuum and later Socony Mobil. 

The Australian operation remained Vacuum Oil until it 

changed its name to Mobil Oil Australia in 1963. 

 

VOCo perfin ex Dereck Pocock’s perfin device 

The VOCo device is special and has been catalogued as 

VOCO.6. The pattern known as VOCO.6 was actually 

created by a similar device in Melbourne and there were 

other similar devices in Hobart and Brisbane and in 

another office in Queensland.  

The PSWA’s VOCo device was located at Fremantle  and 

strikes from it are rare. 

 

 

    

The VOCo perfin on a 6d Kookaburra. This perfin, while 

the same as that which comes from the device gifted to 

PSWA, is from another device. Image supplied by David 

Coath, President of the Perfin Club of New Zealand and 

Australia (PCNZA) 

D and J Fowler Perfin and Device 

https://www.perfins.com.au/OZ-Revenue-Perfins/WA-

Revenue-D-Perfins.html 

D and J Fowler was a South Australian company 

established initially in 1854. By the 1880s the company 

had grown to be one of the major commercial operations 

in the Southern Hemisphere with its head office in 

Adelaide, branches in London and Fremantle and 

agencies in the Northern Territory and on the River 

Murray.  Amongst other businesses it owned jam, 

condiments, confectionery and preserved fruit factories. 

It ran a large shipping agency, importing foodstuffs and 

exporting wool, wheat, flour, meat, butter, copper and 

tanning bark. By 1896 the firm had spread to Broken Hill 

and Kalgoorlie. 

Approval to use this perfin was sought and gained in June 

1910. The earliest usage dates from June 1910. It replaced 

the D&J/F device at the Fremantle warehouse. 

The DJF device had a long life and was used on the 

postage stamps of Western Australia and later Australia 

from 1910 until the early 1960s. Its usage on postage 

stamps is common. However, use on revenue stamps is 

rare. Multiples showing the 4 dies together are also rare. 

 

DJF perfin ex Dereck Pocock’s perfin device 

For The History of Perfins see – David Coath: 

https://www.perfins.com.au/articles/his1z.pdf 

       11. 

 

https://www.perfins.com.au/articles/wa/wa.html
https://www.perfins.com.au/OZ-Revenue-Perfins/WA-Revenue-V-Perfins.html
https://www.perfins.com.au/OZ-Revenue-Perfins/WA-Revenue-V-Perfins.html
https://www.perfins.com.au/OZ-Revenue-Perfins/WA-Revenue-D-Perfins.html
https://www.perfins.com.au/OZ-Revenue-Perfins/WA-Revenue-D-Perfins.html
https://www.perfins.com.au/articles/his1z.pdf


 

PSWA Christmas Meeting 

The PSWA’s Christmas meeting was held at Philatelic 

House on 17 December. In line with tradition, the 

PSWA’s Trophies for 2024 were announced by the 

President Mrs Barbara Daniels. 

 

The trophy winners were:    

   

Les King Trophy: Ms Jeannine Millsteed 

 

Frank Hedges Perpetual Trophy: Mr Nigel Rainford 

 

Ross Wood Memorial Trophy: Mr Mel Peachey 

 

Ted Barnes Research Cup: Mr Ross Edwards 

 

Hooker Shield: Dr Bruce Haynes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Barbara Daniels, President of PSWA, presents the Hooker 

Shield to Dr Bruce Haynes at the 2024 Christmas meeting. 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                   

 

 

Nigel Rainford receives the Frank Hedges Perpetual 

Trophy from PSWA President, Barbara Daniels.  

 

 

 

 

 

Major Philatelic Events  

1st Quarter 2025 
(as known at time of publication) 

 

PNS Coin, Banknote and Stamp Fair 

Saturday 8 February 2025 

9.00 am to 1.00 pm 

South Perth Community Centre, South Terrace 

South Perth 
 

PSWA Stamp It 
 

Sunday 16 February 2025   

Dealer tables and auction. Doors open 10:00 am.   

South Perth Community Centre, South Terrace 

South Perth 
 

Perth Stamp & Coin Show 2025 
 

Day 1: Friday 7 March 2025, 1.00 pm to 5.00 pm 

Day 2: Saturday 8 March 2025, 10.00 am to 4.00 pm 

Day 3: Sunday 9 March, 10.00 am to 3.00 pm 

 

South Perth Community Centre, South Terrace 

South Perth 

 

https://perthstampandcoinshow.com.au/pscs/index.htm 

  

12.               

Vale Garry Thomas McBride 
1929 - 2024 

 

Gary McBride was born in New South Wales and 

arrived in Perth in his teenage years. He was educated 

at Perth Modern School. 

Gary was a boilermaker by trade. He ran his own 

business during the 70s. On giving that away, Gary 

taught boiler-making at TAFE, travelling around 

Western Australia in that role. This provided him with 

a great number of opportunities to further his 

postmark collection and write up the histories related 

to them. 

Gary was a long-serving and well-regarded member 

of PSWA. 

https://perthstampandcoinshow.com.au/pscs/index.htm

